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Ohio University is located on 
the lands of the Shawnee, 
Miami, and Delaware cultures.  

Ohio University Communications and Marketing, 2018. 



● Project overview 
● Recruitment  
● Session 

development  
● Assessment 
● Limitations of 

study  
● Future plans   

 

Austin Greenlee, 2019. From Instagram: @theridgesasylum 

Outline:  



Athens Mental Health Center Records. Mahn Center for Archives and Special Collections, 
Ohio University Libraries.   

Project Overview 
 

● Rethinking FYE one-shots by connecting 
students to OU’s and major’s history with our 
special collections  

● Collaboration between two departments within 
library 

● Explore alternate approaches to FYE one-shots  

● Still having a lesson-plan centered on Frameworks 

● Measure intrinsic motivation instead of library 
skills 

● Provide students with an experience that most 
other freshmen do not 



The Place 

● 1874-1993 

● Buildings and grounds 
now part of Ohio 
University 

● History of strong ties 
between hospital, 
campus, and community 

Athens Mental Health Center Records. Mahn Center for Archives and Special Collections, Ohio University Libraries.   



The Documents 
 
● Inquest of lunacy 

records 

● Closed until 50 years 
after death 



● Freshman course for majors. 
● Generally, GAs teach the UC 

1900 course. 
● Packaged syllabus, with 

“Information Literacy Week”. 
● No assignment.  

 

 https://www.iup.edu/career/exploring-majors-and-careers/what-can-i-do-with-this-major-/  

What is UC 1900? 



 

● Natural extension of work 
with UC 1000 classes 

● Strong response to this 
collection in general sessions 

● Opportunity to build 
relationship with subject 
librarian and faculty 

 

Athens Mental Health Center Records. Mahn Center for Archives and Special Collections, Ohio University Libraries.   



Fall of 2018 
 
Six GAs asked for the 
“library thing”.   
 
GAs were given two 
options...  

   

Athens Mental Health Center Records. Mahn Center for Archives and Special Collections, Ohio University Libraries.   



1. Do their own 
thing using 
the LibGuide.   



2. Explore 
unique 
collections.  

● Think critically about 
primary documents 
directly related to major  

● Using documents as a 
teaching tool for IL  

● Explore history of psych 
and OHIO 

● Applying key terms in 
searching PsycINFO  

 

 



✓ Students will be able to critically engage with primary source 
documents relating to their major. 

✓ Students will examine the diagnosis and treatment process of 
patients in 1874.  

✓ Students will establish connections to the rich history of Ohio 
University, the Ridges, and to their major.  

✓ Students will humanize the patients at the Ridges and place value 
in their lived experiences.  

  

Session learning outcomes 



Assigned ACRL Frames:  
● Research as inquiry. 
● Searching as strategic 

exploration.  
 
 



Part 1:  
Research as Inquiry. 
➢ Small groups 

➢ Pairs of documents 

➢Worksheet 

➢ Discussion 

University Archives. Mahn Center for Archives and Special Collections, Ohio University Libraries.   



Athens Mental Health Center Records. Mahn Center for Archives and Special Collections, Ohio University 
Libraries.   



Athens Mental Health Center Records. Mahn Center for Archives and Special Collections, Ohio 
University Libraries.   



SEE THINK WONDER 
  

  
SEE:  Describe your items. Imagine you are describing them to someone who has never seen 
them. Include as much detail as possible.  Questions you might consider include: Who? What? 
When? Where? Etc.: 
_________________________________________________________________ 
  
THINK:  Explain what your items may mean, or what makes them important or interesting:   
______________________________________________________________ 
  

Select the commitment paper that you think most closely describes a recognizable mental illness. 
How would you describe this person’s illness or symptoms in modern day terms? 
_________________________________________________________________ 
For the other commitment paper at your table, what do find particularly strange or interesting 
about it? 
_________________________________________________________________ 
  
WONDER:  What else would you like to know about your items? 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
  
  

 

The 
worksheet 



Discussion 

University Archives. Mahn Center for Archives and Special Collections, Ohio University Libraries.   



Part 2:  
Searching as Strategic 
Exploration. 
 
➢ Literature Review 

discussion 

➢ Tied intake forms to 
keyword generation 

➢ Boolean logic in 
PsycINFO 

  
 

  

 Ohio University - John Michael Simpson, 2016.    



Assessment and data 



Assessment  
 

● 10 statements 
using Likert Scale.   

● Pre- and Post-test 
● Four sessions 
● n=33 
● IRB Approved  

 
 
 













● What we wanted to hear? 
● Small number of 

participants  
● Hindsight 
● Connect pre- and post-test  
● Only captured in the 

moment feelings, nothing 
longer-term   

 
 

Austin Greenlee, 2019. From Instagram: @theridgesasylum 

Limitations  



Assessment takeaways:  
● We did see a shift! (In most 

questions) 

● Using archives appears to be 
effective in generating 
enthusiasm for the major and 
the library 

● Helped students clarify or 
solidify feelings about their 
major (or not) 

 
 

Athens Mental Health Center Records. Mahn Center for Archives and Special Collections, Ohio University Libraries.   



● Keep going!   
● Better align the 

worksheet with the 
survey 

● Rethink Likert 
statements 

● Strategic 
recruitment of 
UC1900 

 

Athns Mental Health Center Records. Mahn Center for Archives and Special Collections, Ohio University Libraries.   

Future of 
project: 



What content in your library’s 
special collections/archives would 
help your students connect to the 
culture, history, and place 
surrounding your university?   

● What collections does your library 
have? 

● What courses would they relate to? 
 Think-Pair-Share 
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Thank you.  
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