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TIME AT THE REFERENCE DESK… 

0 

… at the printer 

… on the databases 



The advantages of manipulatives and active 

learning in the information literacy classroom go 

beyond their appeal to students predisposed to 

kinesthetic learning styles.   
 

• Promote understanding and use of library 

resources by giving them a place in the real world 

in addition to the virtual world for students.    

• Allow students to interact with library materials 

and locations in a more active way that promotes 

problem solving, discovery, and retention.   

 



DEFINITIONS 

• Active Learning: application of class content to activities for 

purposes of problem solving and discovery.  Other benefits 

include collaboration and peer teaching.  (Thomas 2009) 
 

• Kinesthetic activity: an active learning tactic in which students 

participate actively by physical movement rather than 

passively by absorbing information.  Of great benefit to 

kinesthetic learners, but strengthens cognitive function, 

reduces stress, and engages senses of all students (Chisholm & 

Spencer 2017). 

 

• Manipulative: item that concretely displays an abstract 

concept in order to “activate a student’s real-world 

knowledge” (Li 2013).   



“Specifically, active ILI yields:  

• the psychological outcomes of decreased 

anxiety/increased self-efficacy using online library 

resources,  

• improved perceptions of online library resources, 

and improved perceptions of librarians in terms of 

helpfulness and value;  

• the behavioural outcome of improved use of 

librarians;  

• and the benefit outcomes of time savings and effort 

reduction in finding information.”    

(Detlor, Booker, Serenko & Julien, 2012) 



BENEFITS OF 

MANIPULATIVES IN IL 

• Promotes the library as place 

• Promotes library services as 

tangible 

• Promotes understanding of 

resources prior to presenting 

them as abstractions 

 



ECG 100  – Name: 

Using Different Types of Information Sources 

 

A. Information for citing a source:  

What is the title of the container (or journal or book or webSITE)? 

Answer: 

What is the title of the article (or essay or chapter or story or webPAGE)? 

Answer: 

What is the name of the author of the article? 

Answer: 

Write down date, volume or issue info, and which page numbers (if given) that you find. 

Answer: 

What is the name of the editor, group or organization responsible for the container? 

Answer: 

 What is the location (or database or URL or print collection) of the source? 

Answer: 

 

B. Is the nature of the information:                                                                         y         n 

About one main topic?     

Current? (about today's issues and events)   

Does it have photographs or illustrations?   

Does it include graphs and statistics?   

Does it contain any detailed information about the authors or editors?   

Is this resource designed to entertain?   

Is this resource designed to inform or educate?   

Is this resource designed to sell or promote?   

Does it contain any bibliographies (works cited, references) at the end or in 
text? 

  

 

C. How can you find information in the source: 

By using an index, table of contents, or site map?    

By using a search engine?    

By browsing alphabetically through the source?    

By browsing randomly through the source?   

 

 
Hunt, Fiona, and Jane Birks.  “Exploring Different Types of Information Sources.” More Hands-On Information 

Literacy Activities.  Neal-Schuman, 2008.  pp. 26-36. 

 

 

 

 



ADAPTING / CREATING  

AN ACTIVITY 

1. Choose your activity. 

2. Focus on the objective. 
• Will a kinesthetic approach facilitate 

achievement of the objective? 

3. Collect your materials. 
•   Are your materials intangible?  How do you         

make them tangible? 



 

 



ADAPTING/CREATING ACTIVITY (CONT’D) 

4.  User experience 
•  Minimum of instruction 

•  Making discoveries 

•  Acquiring skills 

5.  Be available during activity 
•  Favor leading questions over outright answers 

•  Highlight discoveries 

6.  Debrief 
• Students will review and reinforce what they learn 

• You will be able to evaluate activity 



 

Questions, 

Comments? 
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