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A PRINITIVE MYSTIC HYMN.

o " stndy of the bnostio end Christian Elements in the syrisc
"Hymn of the Soul."

CHAPTER I.
INTRODUCTION,

The Syriac "Hymn of the Soul," though not widely
knqwn. oannot fail to poébeSsvan absorbing 1n€ereét to all

who are oonoerned in the resonstrustion of that period of

.hiatniy in whish Christienity struggled@ not leés éﬁrenqgus-
1y than suooessfully, to foroce its way through ﬁhe_éonfiiot—
currents of philosphioal speoulation during thé}fifgt'fonr‘ |
oenturies of our ers, | |

It will be of interest, then, in this introductory
seotion to enquire first of all conoerning-ﬁhe”hiatory of
the "Hymn of #he Soul” as & piece of literature, énd seeo@d-
ly‘tq'enquire-bfiefly eonoerning the probable dste of ite.
oeomposition. ‘this latter enquiry mist a8 yet be merely
ﬁenﬁative-and'baéed on gertain allusionslin the Hymn 1tse1£.
and be regarded.meraiy aafaiworking hypothaéis, whioh will
assist us tasreiate thq/axmn to the thought of5thosé early

centuries., Our final Judgment as to the soursce and date

f ' of the poem mﬁst‘be arriyed‘at in view of the results of
} .. our entire enquiry. | | |
! : . fThe "Hym of the Soul" may be found in a syrieg
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manuseript in thé British Museum. The mamesoript of
‘ﬁhiah 1t forms s part contains s oollaotfun of Lives of
saints and. bears the dete A. Gr. 1247 whioh is equal to
A, 986, - the first "life" in the series 1s entitled
7“@he Aots'af Judaé‘@hcmaa the’&postla." and 1in this . .

story the poom under eonsideration is inoornoratea. In
relating the atory of St. Thomas tha writer tells of his
soming into oonfliet with a certain Indian king named
Mazdai, who caused the apostle to be arresta& and throwﬁ
1nt§ prison.l In prison St. Thomsas has reoourse to prayer,
and it is reoorded that after his prayer he sat. down and

began to shent the uymn whioh is now known as the "Hymn

- of the Seul.

A very oursory examination of the Hymn will at’

once reveal that‘althcugh 1t:might‘hé.interpretea.as:in"

.some‘ﬁay symbolioai of the oircumstances of the apostle

“at the tiﬁé. 18_nevartheléss-is not such a Hymﬁ asiwonla

be oomposed by the apostle, or by anyone writing his

‘biography, becsuse it contains no referense, explicit or

implicit, to the ociroumstances of the case. ‘Indeed, when

read in its oontext, it immediately gives the impression

.. that it is emsentiaslly extraneous to the narrative end to

the style of the suthor. )
Ehia'very definite impréesion is further afvength~

ened by oertain faots of external evidence. For the "Aots N

of,Judas Thomgg“~are extant,not only in Syrise, dbut also

in Greek and in the Greek version this Hymn ie omitted.
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Hot only so. but in snother Syr1ao manuecript of the _
its of Juﬂaa Thomaa." to be found in the Berlin museum,
Hymn 18 elso omittad. It has not yet been determined

ther the Greek or tne Syriaa version of this story ie
;origanal, But it 1s quite evident that the etyle and

rigia. and very prabably mush older than the narrative in
,hioh it i{s found 1ncorp0rated.,». ,

- As-to this question of the daue of the Hymn. we
;fmay at present yoint out two references in the work 1»331?
f?whish would secem to require the assumption of the ea*ly

_"aate of 1ts authorahiy. The writer epeuks of the ?arthians

as the ruling race in the east.

“And & proolemation was mede in our kingdom.
That 211 should speed to our gate,

Kinge and prinoes of Parthia, .

Ana all the nobles of the East."

The Perthian dynasty wee overthrown in 284 A.D. The writer
of tha Hdymn elso twige refarn to Maishan, once as ”the
meeting-plaaa of the merchents of the Kast," and againvas.
"The. haven of the mewohants."‘ M&iehan 1s a diet*ict near
the mﬂuth of the Enphrates ana Iigria. and it, during the
Parth;an supremsoy, formed a eeparate though more or less
depen&ent kingdom. ‘

Unlesa. then, thaae references have been sk11~ |

‘fully inaerted by one who wiahea to ocommuniocate the apnear-
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rioal} character of the ﬁymn itgelf stampa it as of Syriac.
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anoe of antiquity to the Hymn it may be. regardea as
having been composed before 224 A.D. 8t. Thomes must
heve gompleted his life,befqre_azé,A.D., And it would

- geem more than likely that haé the author of ﬁhe ”Aats"r
been also the author of this Hymn he- wauld rather have
been anxious to indic ate the date of the hymun’ a8 very -
much earlier then is allawable by the references quoteﬁ

ﬁherefrom.-

It waulﬁ ‘theréfore scem ress ouable to concluda

.that the ”Hymm of the SOul“ is &t least as csrly as
824 A.D. &nd that it was teken at some unknown time by
gome unknown hand -and ‘incorporated in the way we have

geen in the"Aots of Thomes Jua&s the Apostla.

Y
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CEAPTZER 1I.
A Translstion of the Hymn.

‘In order to fecilitate the study of this inter-

3

1ng éna enclent ﬁasument .I>héréwi£h give a translation.
translation iu fTom vhe Syriao verson and is based on
he translation given by Frof, Benan in his eaition of the
v of the Soul," Lacgk of ticme has prevenﬁaﬂ any care-
study of the text with the aim of cffering originel
ymendations and auggestions for the "Iparing up of tewtual
friculties. | | o
But an honest effort has been made to interprat
he real meaning of the text. .
Before»praeaadin with the tranalation it mey
be Wall te remerk that the prevailing struotnre of the
poem is thet of eguplats‘ofnhexameter vergq, mhe,verses

Ay

of éadh cauplet are néarlyvalﬁaye closely conneoted'in

thought by a kind of camplementary paralleliem- that is to
<say, the ¢ haught of the second line of & couplet seema to
be implicit on the thought’of the first. But thero is

Talwaya & transition in thought however slight ‘between

ech gouplet, and tne movement: of the poam is thue rathar

1rragular and Jerky.

ﬁghe Hymn of the Soul.®

l. VWhen I was s suckling babe
. 8Sojourning in my kingdom in my father's houae
i - &. . And in the opulerce and in the magnifiaenae
! of my nurturers was resting
| 3. - Prom the kast, our native place,
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My parenta. having equippea me, sent me forth

4. And from the wealth of our treasure house
' Already had they tied up for me & considerable load. .
b. Lerge it was, yet 1ight .
- That I might besr i{ slone. , ' .
8. Gold of the {Geloil} ; ' - .

»'vaz ‘ And eilver of Gazzak the great. :
B 1. _And rubies of Indie :
R _ And sgates frow.the lend of ”uabeu. ' \

f 8.~ And they girded me with adamant
‘ | "~ Whioh of iron is the erusher.
1 9. . And they took off the shining robe,

_ whigh in their love they hed woven for - -me,
10, And . my purple toga _ ' ‘
- %hich to my form waeg mecasured and woven,
11. And’ they mede & compagt with me
' And wrote it in my heért that it shoulad nrt be forgotten~
; 18, "If thou goest down into Egypt
s And bringeet the one pearl -
3 13. . Whioh is in the midat of the sea
; s Herd by the snorting serpent,
: 14.°  Thou ehalt then put on thy bright robe
' And thy toga whish over it is laid

% 18,  And with thy Brother, our sesond in rank
/ : _ Thou snalt be heir in our kmngaom.
16, quitted the kest; I went down,

L There being with me two’ ‘megsengers, ’
- 1%, Por the psth was dangerous and diffiouls,
o And ag for me, I ‘wag an infant to tread it.
18, 1 passed‘the borders of Maishan ‘
L . réndeavous of the merghants of the Eaat
19..  “And I reashed the land of Babylon
L And entered the walls of (Hierapolis).
20, I went. down to the midst of Kgypt -
o And ‘my  gompaniona from me separatsd.
2l. I made atraig%t for the serpent;
. Herd by his lodging I. enocamped ; -
28.  Until he should slumber and sleep
L And. Y, my pesrl,. from him might teke.
23. And when I was slone, ‘solitsry,
e A atranger to the inmates of my- dwelling-
24.. A son of my race, & son of nobdles,.
. Prom. among the Kesterns, there T, bdhald.
6. A youth comely and kinaly S ,
o A son., of anointing. ‘ . ,
86- ------ ..A-n...;c.ot. 'o ---------- : f
o And’ to me he came and attaoheﬁ himeelf.
e7. And, T made him my intimete,
L ‘ A obmrade, whom. I made ‘a partaker of my merohan&ise.‘
! . £28. T warned him- againsﬁ the rey , '
; o _against. oconsorting with: ‘the unalean,
| 29 And . I slothed myself with clothes like theirs,
: .mhat thsy might not. 1nau1t me heeause I had come frem
| ‘ ! bayend. . ‘




mhat §ht take away the pearl, v
Ané (lest they should srouse tha serpent againet we, ' |
But in some way or other _ 7
They perceived thaet I was not of their land,
80 they deall with me {reacherously, :
Also they oaused me to eat their foed,
I forgnt that I was & son of kings,
And I served their king. -
~And I forgot the pear) .
For whish my paronts hed sent me,
And by reason of the bur&en of their foods,
. 1 1ay in a deep sleep.
But 211 these thinss whish havrened to me, o
: ¥y psrents perseived and suffered with me,
' And 1t was proclatmed in cur kingdom - ‘
That all to our gate should: epeed,
'Kings end princss of Parthis :
And all the nobles of the kKast. '
- 80 they sontrived a stratagem on my behalf
That in Egyrt I might not be left,
And. they wrote me & letter \
To which every noble signed his name,
. "Prom thy Fether, the King of kingse,
And thy Mother, the mistress of the Kast,
And from thy Brother, our vise-Regent
To thee, our Son, who are in Rgypt. -&reetin@.
guiver, snd rise from thy sleep,
And hear the words of our letter!
Remember that thou ard the son of ¥ings!
‘S8es the slsvery - whom thou servest!
Remember the pearl
Por which thou didst speed to Egypt'
Think of thy brillisnt robe ,
And remember they gloriouns toge,
%Which putting on; thou shelt adorn thyaelf : :
When in the 1list of the valient ones is resd thy name.-
And with thy brother our (chief noble,) :
Thou shalt be in our kingdom."
_And as for my letter, it was a .letter '
%hioch the king hed sealed with his right hand, N
¥rom the wisked ones, the children of Babylon ‘
- And from the pavage demons of Sarbug, :
It flew in the 11keness of an eagle
The king ¢f =11 birds.
It flew and alighted basiae me
And 1t vecame all speech,
At its voice and the sound of itse ruatling,
I quivered and srose from.my eleep, .
54. I took it _up and 1 kigsed it, :
¢ " And 1%0sed ite seal. I read:
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66.
570

86.
.
60
61.
62,

3.
- 84.
65
66

87
68.

69.

VOrf:

1.
| 73:‘ﬂ
?5:

4.
75.-
76:
77,
vg,

- 79.

And eocording to whet was traced on my heart,

- I censed him to sleep and lie down;
~Por I named my father's name over him,
. 4nd  the nsme of our vise-regent,

I stripped off and left on their sountry,
At the light of our home, the h&st

‘Before me in tne rord I found.

R R T 0!.;,0 O'v'o nnnnnnnnnnnnn

And with his 1pve was peranaﬁing me¢

A@hat eitta h4on

And nmy bright robeg whish I had stripped off
~And my toga in whiol it was wrapped,
_Prom the heights of Byroania .

‘And because I did not remember ite foshion - :
‘or in my infaney I hsd Ieft 1t in the house of my rather 4
- Buddenly se. I faced it, _ :

And one again were we in one likemess. .

QN

Were the worde of ay letter written.

I remembered that I wes s son of Eingse,
And my nobility was soeking Mts essence.
I remembersd the pesrl .

¥or which I was pent to ggypt.

And Y begsn eherming hin :

The terribie anorting serpenﬁ.

And. of my mother the Queesn of the Eaet,

And I peized the poarl. ,

And turned that I might return to my father s house,
And their £ilthy and polluted elothing

And I msde straight my course that I might arrive

And my 1e+ter my aswakener..

And eg with its voine it had awakened me,

Also with its light it was lesding me. -~
That which was shot from the royal palasedf?w'j/
Before me with ite form was ehining,

And with 1ts voice and its guidsnee,

It moreover ensoursged my speed.»

I left Hsb ;on ny 1efﬁ ‘hand,
¥aishan the gremt
ierchants,
,;elghcre of the ses,

'lloo'tcao.oo..."..‘,&-.-"a TR E RS

Thither my parents sent, ~ _
By the hend of their treasurers o
¥ho in thoir frithfulness were to be trueted therein. -,

The germent seemed to me like e mirror of myaelf
All of it in my vhole self I eaw,

‘And also I faced my whole self in i¢.

Por two were we in distinction,

And the tressurers alse,
Who brought it to ne, I savi in like manner.




- 80.. Two were they (yet) one likeness wers they
? - For one kingly s&ign was graven on them,
§ 8l. Of his handg that restored to me
-y treasure and my weslth by means of them,
82. My bright embroidered robe
B Which 18 adorned with g10r1oub colors.
SR With gold and with beryls,
¥ - And csrnelians and egates,
84. And eardonyxes divided in color, . .
It also, in 1te home on high, was prepared.
And with stones of asdamant
All ite sesms were fastoned;
And the image 0f the King of kings
Wes depieted in full ell over it,
And like the sapphire stonss also
-ere its manifold hues. .
AAgain I saw thet &ll over it
The moetions of knowledge were stirring,
_And as if to sreak
1 eaw it also making itself ready,
.. I heerd the sound of its tones, ’
.Whioh it uttered to those who orought 1t down,
"1 am the astive in dceds,”
Whioch they raiséd ia my benalf in tne presenoe of my father.
And 1 &ls0 rergelved in myself .
‘Thet my ststure was growing acsording to His Iabors.
_And in ite kingly motions
It was spresding itself out towards me,
~And 1p thé hand of its govers
It hastened that I might take it,
. And me too, my love urged on
- That I should run to meet it and reaaive it.
And ; stretohed forth and received it,
vith ‘the beauty of its solours I aaorned myeelf S
_And my togs of brilliant aolours = .
I cast around me, in its whole breadth,
I olothed. myself therewith, and aseenﬂea
70 the gata of selutation and hcmage" ‘
T bowed ny hesd, ‘and d1d homage - v
70 the Majeety of ny kather who had sent it to me,
« For 1 had done his oommenamenta,
And he too had done what he. yromised,
. And st the gate of his pvinoes t
,jI«mingled with his nobles; . '
ror.he r9301~e& in me sn@ received me,
And I waa with hinm ¢ in hie kinvdom.
And with the woice of'
hie servente glor
he promiced that .
Of the King of kings 1 hion
And bringing my gift end my pearl
[ should appaarfwwthiﬁ;m.befora our King.
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 OHAPTER III.
The Idees and Dootrinés.of the Mymm.

‘WQ'nnw»haia befare\us this primitive myétic
. whioh as far as we yet know wee nompoaed not later
dnring the firet quarter of the thira aentury of .
ur era.

Flainly then. the next step in our 1nvestigation

muet bo an attampt to analyze the poem that we may hsave.

early in our mind its most outstanding ideas. and the

peoiiiu dootrines, whiah it appeare to 1noulcate.

| ~ Before préaeaaing with the 1nVeatigation, natiae

honld be taken of the iaat that T have thronghout this

nquiry adopted the viewpaint that thia Bymn ia & lrmn of

he “soul " or in other words that the 1ndividual saul is

he narrator of tha story given 1n tha Eymn

' It mnet be aaknowladged that this viewpoint is

na meana an 1ndisputable one. &8 1t 18 possible ths+ the

Hymn may be & speoulation eoncerning the oelestial Aeons |

.and that ths narretor might be the hﬁavanly aeon chrie$.

For varieus t@asons whiah it is not convenient

tte state in this plaae. I do not aecept thia latter themry.‘

| - And aa, in this. I follew Holdeke end 1f I miatake not
  9?0£. ‘Bevan also. I would ask that my viewpoint be aocepted |

for.this paper. and the proof of it‘laft for~furthar studieg,

From the viewpoint. then, I have mede 9 oareful |

examination of the Hymn and 1 venture to give herewith a

;tqpical analyg@alof its atrnﬂturem:

R T s s S S G e i R b i i
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: 3“105
11015.

xr‘lsfas,‘
21-28.

‘28-28.

' B2-86.

39‘480

The Pre-natel state of the Soul and the In-

’wye
‘16?803'

~ The

”111 35¢vx.,
56"' 58'

49-52.
' 58-60,

61-63.

-11-

fluenoes of the Pre-natal State on the soul,
The
The
The.

Pre~ﬁatal.king&om of the soul.
soul's equipment for post-nstal life..

Seul'é éoﬁpéat‘with the heavenly tried.

Lifé.of the Soul in Sin.

whe'birth of the goul - its Journey to Egypt.
The effeot of prennatal 1n£1uenaes - & start 1n
fhe*right direatian.; -

soul's search for oongenial companionship -
aelestial

the reoognition and attaahment of =

i “».

'oompatriotv- the eompanion s warned against the

Egyptiana.
The souls attemyt to eaoape sin by disguise. The

‘ diguise is penetrated.

The sonl 13 betrayea by the. onnning of the un-

;olean Egyptians.

The Pfoo&ga*o£7the Soul's Redemption,
Tha eonfarenea of the celeptisl powere over
the ainful eleap of the sonl

.?ha stratagem for resoue - a letter.
*Tha'f&ight af~the letter.

The affeot of the letter on the soul - realization
and aotion. |
The seizure of the ﬁéarl and the soul's commence-

ment of the return journey..
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64-66.

78-79.
274,

75»."?3_-
79-81.

82-87.
88=91.

9297,

' 98-105.

V.

o 108-
104-105.

. =12~

The letter becomes a guide.

The return journey progresses.

The Robe of Light Signifying the Senotifigation
and Glorifisetion of the Soul.

Phe robe of light sent by the heavenly pawere

to meet the soul.

The.robe ofvlight the'mirror of the sounl.
ihe oustodian of the_rdbe'- e soul with its .
robe of light. |

A desoription of the beauty of the rove.

The robe“deelares itS»adcomélibhments and'is

raised a8 a Jnstifiéation of the soul in the

presence of the King.

The union of tha eoul with the robe.

The consuﬁmation."

The*asaans to ﬁhe rather and his reseption of

tha_aoul.
The'praise‘og the rather.

Thebnathar'§ §?om1se1$o present the eoul befors

- the Xing of kings, L.

. From en qxaminhtidn’df the above enalysis we may

'diétingﬁish nartéih ﬁsfinite ﬂootrines'whioh'Seam to have

| composed the writer's phileauphy of life and his nhilosophyA

of religion.

ot Lot me therefore. ‘attempt to state these doatrines,

and ta amplify them somewhat by quotation or paraphrege,
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1. The first ﬁaotrine is that of the souroce of the

soul which 1s olearly regarded a8 being sprung from celestial
or divine parente. the father is oonceived of ms "the King
of kings," and the mnther 28 "Queen of the Faet.

2. - Agein, ve nntioa et ‘onge that the goul is not

. straightway bern iﬂto ths world but has = certain period of
life 1n ite "father's honee._ During this reriod the robe |
'of lighc ana the tag& are. woven for it "in the love" of its
aeleatial parants. This. it would seem, signifies thet the
:'true beauty and eﬁaraaver o* the seul are given form before
1t 1s progeatea on 1ta 30urney to earth. The soul is thus
ot aent unfnrniahed 1nto ite sonfliet with evil but éuring

~ its pre~n&tal aaﬁjourn in oelestial regions oomae into a

realizauion of 1&8 ideal eharaeter.L And to compensate for
'the temporary lasa of the robe it is provided with & large
but light and’ eaaily transpcrted bnndle of heavenly sharaoter~
'.1stios. eymbolizaa hy the "gola of the celci and the silver
of Gazzak the great. and rubies of India and agatee from the
lend of Knshan.; |

3. ' The aoctrine sbove indioated carrias with 1t the
.impliaation that tha life of celeatial falioity into which

the soul is bornx is of sush a nature tbat its nninterrupted
Aanjoyment of that atate of beatituae. is not aongenial to
the eomplete developmsnt and finsl consummation of the goyl's
true destiny, A priaa 18 exasted of the soul by i%s heavenly"»

progenitors. for ite final and eeaure}realization of its
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highest good. The price ex&bted_is statéd quite olearly '
in verses 12-15: | |

1f thou goest down 1nto Egypt

And bringest the one vearl,

Whioh is in the midst of the sea

‘Bard by the snorting serpent,

Thou shalt then put on thy bright robe.
“And thy toga, which over it is laid,
And with thy Brother, our vice-regent
Thou shalt be helr in our king&om. '

A Thers is, then, some exoellenae. some pearl of
priaa. whioh the soul may gain only’ by sonjourn on earth
anﬁ & struggla with "the anorting serpent". who is oonoeived
- a8 the .guerdian of the pesrl. This sonseption ia of intense
‘intetéaﬁ tq*ua;}sinberit-oan be readily paroeivea that the
“writer's ﬁhiiaaonh& of 11ife 1s‘1n some méaaure'éxpfeeéeﬂ in

theea étahsaa. Eot only 80, but this consention may prove

of evan greater intereat to us when we aprrosch the definite,
ptoblem of relating the dootrines of this hymn to the—Vﬂrious '
dootrines which played 8 rart in the notable struggla of
religiana ‘which took plaaa during ‘the first aanturies of our
era, ,Eor I do not feel thgt I read into thq.peem_anything
whiah7§57not thefevplaiﬁiy'impiied"when'I’venture~tb asaért

that at leaet "tha Brother® is eongeived ss having 2180 passed

through this veriod of teating and trial Por while thst for
whioh tha soul 15 sent to earth is c1)01\:&13 of a8 "the one pear!” '
yet if this hymn was to have«any spzrituax signifiosnoe for,

anyone otﬁér than the writer.'it must be'bbvious that thére

is a- "pearl“ for every soul aent in’ quest of 1t bv the divine

- impulse of the heavenly rarents.
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)

4. It 13, of oonrse. a topio of great interest
to speanlate npan wh&t 18 the nature of this pearl And

~suahlan sn '*jf 1eads ns to- what would apnear a8 another

:ﬂefinitb &noxrits of the Bymn For ELY would seen obvions
,\that the writer‘had in hia mina a fnnﬂamental dualism, in'
~%hat he. thinkn of tha warld a8 evil, and of human life, ss
will ba later ehown, as being hound up 1n thia evil Egypt
ffsymboliass the worla. The 1nhabitants of Egypt are thought
of a8 nnalean. The sbul warng 1%3 oeleatial aompanion against
”the Egyptians. And when, after victory. it @aets aaide the
 Egyptian germefits which it asaumed as 8 diapuisa, it apeaks
of theaa garmente as "filthy rnga. Surely then it is no ‘
_mere flight of fanoy to veoognife inthase allusions ) dual-
.ism whiah oonsiaera the worl&% the men of the world and the \
hnman body 1tself a8 being essantially evil and - presidea over
by an avil spirit This trend of thought oau be plainly seen
1f we intarprat th& eymboliam of the hymn as fDlIﬁWG, namely-
'that &gypt rapreeents tha world that the dgyrtians represent
jthe worl‘q inhabitanta as & 01&08. thnt the “elothes like
Atheirs" repreeent the hnman body. and that tha _serpent rep-
reeents the evil and rnling prinoiple of human 11fe with
‘which the aaul must battle for ite "pearl. " ;.

’ As to what the "psarl® itgelf is, no definite
1ndlcation is given. But it would seem antirely in hprmony o
with the~kh0ught of the poem to regard this pearl" 28 repres- :
enting e oartain moral and spiritual exeroiae. strength and

exgellence which ia itsel? the fruit of etruggle with and
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vibtory over the principle of evil. If this be so thig

idea 18 of absorbing iuterest in view of the conceptions of
the modern 1dealists &s %o the nature an& funstion ot evil.
5. : fifth distinotive ides is found in the rather N
ivague ana scemingly ingonslueive reference to the eoul'
reoognition on earth of a celestial oompatriot

"A son of my race, e gon of noblea.

. Prom asmong the easterns, there I beheld.
A son of anointing

.ﬂ-...l..,".l.‘l..&"..."l'.

P ?3&2?”"”“ hioseit,
A comrade whom I made & partaker of ny marehandise.
... 1 warned him ageinst the Fgyptisns
- And egainst cansorting with the unclean.

A | ?haae fow lines sonstitute the only reference we
%Mha"e to this asompanion, and we are at onoe struck by “two
faots regaraiag this "son of nobles" first that nothing _
further is told us of his fate 2t the hands of the Egyptians.v
Angd seoond that this mention of him is in such elose juxtap-'
osition to the reeor& of the soul's fall into atn. | \
If mera apeaulation were of any nsa one might be
1nterestad 1n enquiring whe*her or not the "nomrade” playa '
any p&rt in the soul's subjestion to evil. Por we reaﬁ that |
~ the aonl after warning the "ﬂamrsae" againat the ﬁgyptianﬁ

-*did 108@1f don their garb as a diaguisq.. ‘The inferenae might '

4 be that thia aonial 1nettnet soupled with gonsern for the.
aongania; aompanion proved the. unﬁaimg-ef the senl.' n
s cloaer axamination. howeve?, the Bymn is found to. abound

5f5 1n dbyupt transitions of thought. g0 that I wonld conolude




$hat that le whet we have hore.

 'However, that may ba. the referenge to the "son

of my rage” oan surely be nothing elge than the aymbolization
of the faot that in this 1ife the heaven-born gsoul mey meet

and will be able to reeogniza other souls having the seme

vine 1n3tinats. Anﬂ further, not cnly is. reoognition
ossible but also gommunion and. fellowship.
r The doatrine above st&ted. however. is ebviously

eo-ordinated with a plain belief that not ell men are sprung

from heavanly parents.- The.egyptians. who. I should suppaaé.
rﬁaent the vast masority of menkind, sppear to have no-

‘_:uuer lot in the heavenly adventages of the soul, or no

oommnnion with it upon earth., They are ceneeived of &g evil,
?as bent upon the soul's aestruotion. so that re&emptimn,
aa thought of by the writer. is by ‘N0 means. univarsal. On

_the ccntrary. 1t 1s rescrved for ‘thoge heavsnoborn soula'

who. hmve within them the "osoupzot. engraven on the heart

‘igt they may not forget" from whenoe they are sprung and
’hat is the aim»and purpose of-thair 11ife on earth,

| - We mey aietinguish another very interuﬁting 1dea
‘in the writur's philoaophy of life by observing that he re-i‘
fgards the~seu1. evenswith the'aid of the devioe1furn13hings |
41mnartea ta it during its pre~natal life in "the kast",

futtarly unable. of itself to sope with the 8V11 of the o
-world. the soul is represented aa~starting.out with the -

firm inténﬁion t0 fightfwith evil., But ite?godd'iﬁtehticns

are overcome by the wiles of the lgyptians, wbo=panetrate

R i e s ek
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8 disguise W1§h qaae..and‘oiroum?entlits gochintentioﬁs.

"So they dealt with me treaohsroualy.

‘Also they oaused me to eat their food,

1 forgot thet I wse a son of kinga.

And 1 served their king.f

he diﬁine impulses are aruggea ana rendered dormant by

hgir.fegd", and the sounl iS'IaiQ:in-bnnaage to sn alien

oetrine found in the nymn then thsat found in stenza 36.

"But all these thingq which appened to ma
By parenta peraexvad and guffered with me."

heugh thls doetrine is expresaed in one brief eouplet,

n vertheleae 1t is ptegnant with rich possibilitisa. and |

ietrongly suggestive of the highest form of religion. ?his

flikenass will be dieousaed in a 1ater povtion of this esseay,

'bnt it may'be here remavked thet the rarsonal oonaeption

of the oeleﬁtial powers, the feeling that they take an

vaotive intereat;1n~the welfara.of the soul on esrth, 1s one

»o! no orainary signifieanoe.v v |

. | The dootrine Just indiaate& 13 further Iogi~a11y
;by tha plainly expressea belief ef the weiter that

on aomea through the interest of the heavenly pewerss
,r interfarence with the world order.  There is
:OVhintaherﬁ of 2 dootrine of moral evolution by which the
»'éaul of . itaelf attﬁins redemption. ror even though "the - ﬂ'
 “paar1ﬁ ba rqgaraed _as above augaested as. the moral benefit

aearning from g, realization of anﬁ a struggle with evil still
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the oanferenoa of the "kinga and princee of Parthia, and

§11 the noblea of the east" is necessary. And the redemption
of. the soul is not accomplished without the aid of the etrata-
gem whioh they aevisea. The soul indeed may povsass zhoae
qualitiea whiah finally sneble it to triumph over evil. But
1t aannot aensummate +he triumph without the divine quﬁsken—
1ng vouohsafeé by the selestial powers. It 18 true tha%“thé .
tpart played by the gonl and by the heavenly powera is not
stated without some confusion. Yet it hpnears alear. to ne
;at le&st.,uhat ‘hoth are revtrded as having 8 part in the
process of redemption. ‘ o - .

10., . mhe menner and nature of the stratagem employeﬁ

» by the heavenly powers 1;conferenoe is & dootrina of essentialé
1nterest to thia anquiry The philosophical interpretation

of tha &natrina I will attempt to pive later. Here it will
Suffiee to state that in the conc eution of the writer, - |
reﬁemption is effeotea throuph the mind and by the quiakenw-
ing @f the reminisaent faeulty of the soul. The letter nmust’
of neoessity make its spresl through the meﬁtal faaultiea.
and ite appeal is an attempt to arouse an appreaiatiOn by
the soul, of the oontrast between its present atate_andyzts~
pre-natal glory;;,fhe,apﬁeql'ia eeséntially ntilitari&g in
nétﬁré; The soul is‘asked t0 consider its own good;"and it'.
s urged to think of its oWn'rédempfidn 28 the good for
whish it ought to struggle. There is here no suggestion |

that the mo%ive for the struggle of the ‘goul with evil, 1
that suah & strngg&e with évil because it is evil, 18 the

SR
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rue fnnction'of'the soul. Nor is there sny auggastién thaﬁ
fnnotion of the soul 18 to feel any general responsibility )
the redemption of the rece. Redemption is for the chosen
aven-born. And 1t is to be sought from a motive whioh is
; 1ts eseence of e golfish nature.

Redemption then is of the heavenly powers fhvgugh
mind. But this, as above suggested is not the limit of
writer' aonaeption. _He pursues his thought into the

‘pths of hum&n consoiousneae inan af”ort to Pix upon some.
;ep-lying dynannic of the soul. to effect the prnoticql

lfort required for the vistory over evil .the aeizura of

e pearlw And this bringe himrto the expiicit statement ,
3 a deotrine of reminisaenee. "It is the innnte reminiecent
ver of the soul that provides the dynamio for Pot1on end
story.

"Aacording to what wes trased in my heart
were the woras of my letter written."

is was the strengﬁh of the heavenly atrataqem. Firet.'tbat
e divine,aompagg had been engraven on the‘hear! %ﬁapd second
af‘the'lattef'waa of such a ﬁatuve‘ae'ta dbmmend:itself~ﬁa
ﬁivina meesage thus eommunioate to tha aanl in 1te pre-\'
tsl days. It would aprear plain then that the writer' |
.,aoyhy of religioa was that redemptinn waa the result of
iaation \of the heavanly pc&ers, through the mina unon .
e oanacianea. and that conscienoe was to provmae the
smic for the»viotory over sin. And furthar, that in some¢

rious way such vietory wag rendered certain by the

oal co~0peration of the oeleet1a1 powera with the soul.
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We come now to a vory diatinotive dootrine of the
Hyrm whioh may be desoribed as the dootrine of the "robe

of light." From the roferences made during the first
sniaavof,thévﬁymn to fhis-éoﬁe dfvlight;”ana "the toga
“which over it 1s laid," &eAconsiude&-ﬁhat the 1dea expressed

_wes that the robe and toge signify that "the true besuty and

_oharaater of the soul are given form and expression before

: it is projected on 1ts»journey-ﬁd earth."” The'rpbe them .

“may be regarded as the equl‘s'ideal adnnterpért.

"Suddenly 28 I faced it ‘
The garment ‘seemed to me like & mirrer of myself "

Thus while the scul s absent upon esrth it hes a repregsent-
‘ative inits original home. For‘ipdaed the robe»ie'repreeente&,H
if I rightly read‘the'text. aa prograeaively_refleotingfthe
eartﬁly"aotivitiéé éf‘the.sdul.' am led to this opinion by
en exemination of the text of stanzas 89~ 91 which I have
rendered ag followe'

"And as if to speak

I paw it &lso makdng 1tself ready.
‘I hear the sound of its tones

: which it uttered to thogse who braught 1t down.
91. "I em ‘the active in deeds

which they raised in my behalf 1nthe preaence_i
of my father.

92, Ana I also perceived in nyself
That my stature was growing aeaerding to his
- labors." e , . '
There may be some]room for queationaa té“juat‘where ﬁhe'”
speesh of the noble ends. As will be notiged I h&ve trans-
lated it as ending at ths second line of stanza 92, and
have aoaserted wright's tfanalation of
as @aaning "the aotive in deeds.” Prof. Bevan points out

1n his notes that this translation"is very eusp1oious W
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ainge the robe is elsewhere troated es feﬁinine." and he
fnrther adds that the seme difficulty arises in 92 b. if
‘we regard stenza 92 as & eontinuance of the robe 8 speech.
Thia diffiaulty, however. is not so insurmountabie
. es &t firat sight it might appear. Por while the robe,'when
spoken of is nndonbtealy negarded 28 feminine, yet vhen the |

robe speaka, aa 1t does in stenzas 91 and 22, 1t speaks ae

1%_ VLa person and it is therefare allowable that it should take

the messuline genaer.. o |
‘This idea of the 1-cbe"sheimg the heavenly counter-

| part of the eoul also gains likelihood from an examination o

“ af the xollowing lines.

T 78. PFor two were we in distinetion
And one again were we in one likeness.
79. And the trespurers also .
- WBo brought it to me, I sew in like mmnuner.
80. 7Two were they (yet) one likeness were they
; . ¥or one kingly sign was greven on them.
7WEioh-aeem‘t0 8uggest & theory-ef‘dual nersonality as 1if the
soul had 4in the robe & celestial counterpqrt.
| 1P then ny. 1nte*pratation be sorreot. the robe of
1light is the SOul's reyveegntative in the celsstial king&om.
refleating the earthly ancomplishments of the soul whioh
18 reared for the soul's justificetion in the presence of
its f&thar.:anﬁ whish doalares to0 the father the soul’s
eotivity "in deeds," and whish thus opens the wey for ite
own approsch to the soul and for. the soul's epprosch to 1t.
It 18 & continual attraation for the'squl;}drewing'it ever -
onvard, It is in faot the idesl soul which may be truly
8214 to sttrsot the grovith of the real soul. As then this
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process of growth towarde eeoh other besomes realized there -
arrivee & moment of conaummation when the soul attains ‘the
‘ robe and,sesure in its beauteous folde resides 1n 8 state.
of unshanging feliaity- _ _

As fTor the "toga of brilliant solors" whioh tha
soul appears to have "oast around him in ite whole breadth "
“before it "aecendcﬁ to the gate of homage and salutatien."
I have been somewhat pqzzled to £ind an_e;planation of its
signifioceance. It apreara'ée-the ﬁoaaeééion'bf-the aoul'be- .
fore its Journay to earth and is then sonceived as being
1aid over the robs. mhis pre-natal possession. of the toga'
however, iz for the purpose of eduoa?ion. that is, that.inf :
lifé the soul may rbmembér tts pre-nétal glory ahﬁ éignity;
Neither the robe nor the toga are regarde& B8 by rignt the
- poul's possessiona. Both are sonditional upon the soul’s
gaining the pearl. If then the robe rapreeents the beautifulm'
1desl to which the soul grows and to whioh it lays slaim be-
oause it haa won "the paarl“ is it not paesible that the.
toga 1is some way regardad 88 the of?iaial sign of the dignity
of the soul whiah haa won its robe. It is well-known that
in Roman life the toga wss emblematic of manhood and reapon~
8ible dignity. Sueh an ides is found elso 1n Hebrew life
where the long and flowing robe whieh aroused the ire of
Joseph'a %nethran. wes regarded aa a sign and sezl of dignity
and “hodor. - It 18 an 1ntereating ooinoidenee in view of the
faot that haa,beep,translated oven by the

»Sapﬁnggint translation as
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that 48, "8 ooat of meny oolors," to note that the toga

' 1g desoribed in one inatance as of "brilliant solors, "

while earlier in the poem it 18 desoribed as purple.
13. But there stillhéemainé for the soul the one

highest attainment, namely, that of appesring before the
King of kings with 1ts gift end with 1ts hard-won peerl.
And here we have to charze the author of the Hymn with a .

vefy-natable confusion in thought, since from & gereful

e L S e —

resding of the text we osn come to no other conclusion than

this, that 1f the text 1s to be literslly intefpreted there

e A

are two distinot kings, each of whom mey be designed ss
"the King of kinge."

; The greeting on the letter sent by the heavenly

’parahﬁs to asrouse the soul is gifén in verses 42 end 42

ﬁ as follows:- A

{ nprom thy father. the King of kinge,

; And thy Mother, the Mistress of the Eest,

i . And from thy Brother, our vice-Regent,

i 10 thee, our eon #ho are 1in mgynt - Greating
6ol j It ia here quite plain that the soul 8 rather 1s ve?arded
/ E as the "King of kings.“ and himaelf lays olaim to that rank

| Again. in desoribing the robe in verse 86 the -

writer saysi- - |

"And the imsge of the Xing of kings
Wes depioted in full gll over it."

3inae the robe is elsawhere desaribed as being made for the

soul by the haavenly @arents' love, end since it ie at the

Father's request that the robe is conveyed to-the vistorious
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15533 | soul, we might naturally'dﬁncluﬁé that the "image of
4 ‘ the King of kings® 1s no other them the'imagevof‘the‘rather;

~ But snoi & conoiuaién 1s-ratﬁef rudely shaken when
we ooma to eonsider the third and final referenae to "The

: King of kings." found in the 104 verse. PFOr here the title

o8n by no me&ns be ragarded as referring to the soul's rether,

and this will be eeen by = glance at the cantext. After‘the

union of the soul with the robe and the aasumption of the
toga the soul paya homage.to the "Majeety of the yather.

The rather receives the eoul and rejoiaas in 1t and as. "
, mark af his favor, promieea, |

" . that also th the gate

0f the King of kings, I should greed with him.
And bringing my gift end my pearl

I should appaar with him before our King."

Evidently than tha Eather is not the King of" kings in the

| most absolute aenae of the term at least But thst he is.

is preciaely the 1mpression the writer hes oonveyad tc us

et m@l ; up to this moment.

| The oharge of 1nconaistaney ia then Juﬁtifued.‘
But to aiemiss the matter *hus is: to make no attempt to
find the oonaistenay hahind the 1neonsistenoy - Por after
all there must be some euch unity in the writer's thonght
unless 1ndeed we may conclude that he was irratinnal. For
in a1l rational lifa or thought there 18 of neceesity a
consistenoy behind each apparent anoonaietenoy. an 1rmat-

~ &ble behind all puperficial mutability, an eternal behind

4

B .
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all thet ie temporal. And mere ocounsistenoy, in the super-
ficial'genae of the tern is no‘jewel. A brick wall ia per;
heps the-hoat oouneistent thing;in'thevwbrld. and there are
few things less interesting and aignifieant.
‘ Granting then that the writer of tha Hymn is here

guilty of an apparent 1nooneistenoy 1t ie for us to attempt -
to pensetrate to the aore}ofwhie thought,_ Turning the problem
over in &y wind,I have ooﬁslﬁded‘th&ﬁ“the solution of the |

iffienlty lies in the writer's feeling thet his very depietion
of the ¥ather as baing gurrounded by family anﬁ gourt, and as

being astively oonderned with the world end with the soul in

ithe world, is 80 intimate and familisr ss So prevent .the

esoribing to him of & neture snd. power suffisiently trens-
oendental to be eongruous with tha proper conception of o
"King of kings," - | !

- Is 4% not a truth well atteated by experianoe that )
eadh new height attained renders’ rossible & new 20l more ver-
feot vision? And thie, as it appears to me, is whet hesg.
taken pleme here. when the writer has oerried out his theéry»
with perfeot coneistenay he finds that even that which he
thought woulad be tne seul's higheet felioity, is not enongh.
And this feeling fxnds express1on in his final referenee to
the "King of zings" - GXPFBSbiOH, marred inéeed by a eertain

: obsourity in etatement yet revealing greﬁter depths in the
writer's thougnt. 4 |
| The‘pointe above noted constitute what T would 60n-

8ider the prinsipal dootrines of the Hymn. But there are s

¢
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fow losser ideas which 1t would be well to point outLth?{J"
ic not my intentionrﬁc;make~any”étfempt to explein these
i3ees or asoribe them to the influence of any.parti¢u1ar
sshool ‘of thought,.juét es thie,plaéé.' meverthe1e9s
ettention should he drawn to them before we attempt to
reslize the historical background of the:petiod ander dig- .
cnasion. because by keeping these poi tb in mind we may
chance to be able to ﬁetect the influansea et work on the
suthor's mind. ,
1. . The firet point of interest emcne these minor
ideasg is the referonae to the two guavdians (V.16 who :

" esoscompanied the soui to o8Pth. When the soul raaches
sarth these guar&ians.eépuéate from it. This uwey, howevar.;.
merely mesn thet thaugh the soul takes 3n bodily foru the
guardians remsin 1nvisible in the world of apirits.\

2. - In Verse 25 we have the reference to the “yonth
oomely and kindly, = son of Pnointing.  The "anointing.
mey have reference ‘o the union of the selestial scﬁl'

with the body. The point is worthy to be kept in mind,

Es. -, In Verse 28 the Egyptians aré desaribed,as k
"unelesn”. Thie seems to identify evil with =n ides of
uncleanness. It will bo easiig gsecen thet the word 5unclean"
hes & sufficiently iuﬁeresting history in orientsl thought'

to maka it worth while our sonsideration.

4. In Vorse 44 oacurs this phrase - "See the glavery -

whom thou earvest. The feot thzt this "slavery" is under-

'_NJQ...___ o

N
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FRLES SrOaN gone in Egypt 1s enough to make us kaep our thoughtsupon

this ides.

6. Another idea worthy of aonsideration ie that the

letter sent to the soul wae sealed "from the wioked ones,

the ohildren of Babylon. Vv.49-50.

6. | In V. 59 we heve an idea worthy of ncte, nanely,
the qharming'of the‘serpent by-the insantation of the name

of the Eathar; Brother and. Mother of the soul.

7. | -In Verse 65 the letter mhloh had awakened the soul
becomes £lso a light to lighten his way. '

8. In Verse 66 ogsurs tha 1desn. thet the 1etter wes

ghot from the *royel. palaoee." This finds a very intereet-

ing yarallal in enother work - & perallel Whiah will be
exhihi#a& in q 1gter stage of thie.esaay. . - N

9 Another. 1ﬁea Which should he' notad is that of the
"Kingly sign" g?aven on the treasurers. v 80.

10, In ?erse 1on we reaa,. | ‘ o o

o - "Ror 1 had ione his commanaemevts
. § - And he teo hnd aone what ‘he promised.

It aypeara to me that this *bought may be worthy .of our beep—
ing 1t in min&.

1n. = In Verse 102 oocurs = phrase which it would seem
should be noticed.. |

"ind I wee with him in his kingdom,®
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 These points heve been here merely suggestod as
being warthy of thought. Xy proposel is thet they should |
he. ag far ap poawﬁhie. kept in mind a8 we, further puraue
this enqniry, with the hOpe thet they may assist ue in |
determining what sre. the sourﬂee ofthis Hymn.

with the hope thet this chapisr has at lonst
eerved to stimulate an interest in the "Hymm of the Soul“
itself, ond to give =i 1dset some underatanding‘of the.

idea® to whioh he tried to give expression, I make bold

,to esk tho rezder tc progced wi;h-me iz the next éhépter
'to thaxaﬂnsiaaration of the kistorical aituatien of the

vaarlx senturice .of our eve, ‘with specisl reference to the

nistory of thought.
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CHAPTER 1V. | |
THE EISTORICAL SITUATION. | DN

There 1is nndonbtediy\no period of history which
offers such & fascineting and promising field as that o
which inﬁludéa the two.oentpfies preceding end succeed- |

ing'tho birth of Jesus of ﬁazareth. The fiéld'is'prom-ﬁa"iw
ising because so little is yet éctually known of it. It

is faaoinating becsuse there one studies the rlay of forces
whioh fought a tremendous battle before the sourse of historﬁ
was deoided. o | ‘

It will be impossible in_this eesay to give any;
thing 1like an adequate trestment of this subject. Lét us
ettempt however, in this chapter, to treat of the nature
of the forces above mentioned.

A study‘of the history of the two cenﬁuﬁiéa
preoceding andvsuoéeeding the birth of Jesus revealé'to us
the presence of thyee greet forces at work in moulding
human thought and.éhaping humén‘belief and faith.

The eleﬁent31 foroe_%hidh-first éttracts our
sttention in the study of this period is that which for
went of e betﬁer~name, I shall 2211 "The Greek Spirit" or
if one prefers, "The Spirit of Hellenism."-'?his is the
spirit that. inthat anoient rude end barbaric world signif-
1ed aelf-knowledge and eelf-oontrol~ 1ove of ovdered freedom.

and belief 1n reason &nd in the supremaoy of the spirit over
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It is the spirit thaﬁ'fouhd the earth a wilde}- :

the senses.
ness and transforme& it into @ home bj.gupylying'the.lacking.
element?, art, aolenoeg"seoulargpoetry. rhilosophy, political
life and soocial intercoureé. For'indeed the genius of the'v‘
Greek spirit is its ability to ~ombine harmoniously diverae

" and even opposite qualities.{ | |
‘ " Suoh & genius then ﬁntﬁrélly presnpposeé in the

" Greek spirit the presense of & love of knowledge, not merely

;'fas the mastering of so many faote, but =s the pover of pen-

ration to the great underlying prineiplea of 1ife. It ia

e saiantifie gpirit manifested in an age of wystery and .

ppreasive seorets. This freedom of the intalleot this

ld leunching frcm the rock-bound shore of gustom into fhe

~great unknown sea of resson - is seen in all the Greek poets.

:rom ﬁomer down. Not only 80 but we have in the Greek phil—

' osophers, Soorates, Flsto, Aristotle, and 50 down the grest

'f”suaoession. 8 further aevelopment of this original tendency.

inasmuah a8 these men 1ooked slightingly on “that multifnrioue

; * 1aarn1ng which holds together 2 mess of unrelatad facta. but
‘never reashes the aent%al truth of things. But, delving

| more deeply into truth they sought in mathsmatias. in the
etuﬂy of n&ture. in 1ogio. and in psyehology. to deteot oauaea '

g~and_ﬁissover laws in the universg. ‘mhis.tenaency ip well -

expressed in the Wordé'of Demoaretﬁs - *Rétbér would I d{s-
cover the oause of one faet then’ become king of the Pergkbns ., "

Hevartheleas. this tendency to soientifio reaearﬂh must not

be construed as signifying thet the Greek spirit was wenting
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1n.re§erenoe. For indeed it had a quality of reverence deep-

'aeatéd and based not on fear but on that éelf-knowleage which

teashes the limits of the human intelleot. "But the whole -
men boapts that he has found it: all 14ly: for these thinga
no eye hath eeen, nor ear heard. neither may they be grasped
by the mind.“ ,
of thie nature then was the Gréek Spirit. in its

originasl purity. It took up the aooummulated lore of earlier
oivilizations - but . not-to aooept it blindly. On the ﬂontrary.

tradition, even religious’ aosmozonies. in fast all things

were aubjected to the free play of unbiased thoughu And this

'activity of the &reek spirit, this mental seoularizption of

all knowledga. wes its most destructive element.

The Greek épirit. however, did not meintain its
original putity. but in theioourse of time 4t bhecame im-
preguated with the mysticism of the Orient, for before this
new forsce, not only 414 the formel Greek and Roman rGWigions
givé way, but also there grept into Gree? philosophy 8 feel-
ing thet whereas the searoh for knowledge had of 1tself been
80 disappointing,;it might be that the truth sbout 1ife would
be found in the mysteriea of the 5arbarlans. mhis new forse
began ite aotion on ansient philosonhy wbout the beginning
of the Pariod under discussion and brnughtite work to 8 g

oompletion in the universal Eeoplatoninx PhilosoPhy The

'ba&inﬁihs of $his movement wee & period of 1mportant srisis

for philosopny, For PhiIOSOphy was now placed between
religion and ethig on ths one hand, and the knovledge of

neture or enpiricel soience on the other. Philogophy chose
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to ally 1tself with religion and ethic. And so we have
the rise of the Oriental mystery religions, s the sesond
.great foroe in the strnggle of the. hnman mind in those :

»jeventful oenturies.
| 1t hss always been the ground of apeoulation

to what was the partioular strength of these Oriental

“neeoa and Rome, a&nd to command the interest and apsimilata
3 e speculations og the philosoybers.. ‘Rensan undertook ta
lain this by stazing that it was "1nev!table thnt the
at and most worn out civilization should by its gorrup-
on subJjugsate thg gqunger. - If however._1t be remembered
at Rome got her. industry ani her rishes from the Orient,
:@ may well foel that Renan g explanation is nerh&ps auper?
”'aial, ®nd that theee older eestern civilizations mey well
regarded as far from essential corcuption. ror indeed
Dme.imitatad,the Driant in mery things and drew from her
some 0f her most useful enriehments. It wes the Orlent
‘whioch gave to Rowan pollfy the form of @ strongly eentral-
; “.12ed state. And 1t was the Orient which gave to the
}'ocpidsntal oer e new oonoeption of religion.
If then wa-would search for that which enebled
Yhe religions of the Orient to make their greét conquests,
we must dqtermiﬁe whgt was the.nature.of these relig{ons
which oould first of all sttract the Greek spirit, and

then overcome the Latin Spirit of formality end susterity

gulte whioh ensbled them so to overthrow the religions of =
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in menners and morals.

It was that very rationelism, that tendenoy to
aeon?afization. whioh had freed Greece from the folds of
a superannuated mythology, and in doing so had removed
the possiﬁility'qf & obntiﬁuénoé’of any-vitality in its
own religion.. ror religion sanuot exist without fefléotioh,
And since the gods were mere myths of fanoy, mere exploded
phantaemégoria of the ohildhood of the race, why ponder 6;

them, why try to see anything divine in them? The Greck

8pirit then killed:the treek religion. But ss time went

on, the Greek spirit found thet it must have something
upoﬁ whioh to exeroise its wonderful powers of refleation
énd insight. It sought for some statement of & mighty
trﬂth ﬁhat would afford it opportunity to exercise ite

' genius for research and systematization. A4nd ‘the faot remains

that at this Junoture the Greek Spirit fastened on the
myetery;‘anlts. What‘then; was that great new;truth

" found 1hAthe-myateryweu1ta ﬁhioh aroused afreeh the

sesimilative and refléOtive.pOwers of the Greek Spirit?

" T0 answer this.quesfioh rrpperly, is, to be :
sure, & rether Weighty tagk, aﬁd one cennot but be sens-
ible of the'risk'hé>assumés in meking the attempt. It
may be suggested that the reason the Greek Spirit tqok\7
up with these Oriental cults was that it wse in & state
of decedense, and having forssken fhe path of;empipical"
selence sought for truth in feeling and spécul&tion. And

th?s 18, 1n 2 messure, the truth. geverthelees. it must

. o, .
. .
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s not de forgotten that when the mystery sults weré firgt
kintroaaoed into the,oacidént'creek philogophy was tinged'
) with mysticism to a very slight extent in oompariaon to

. what it beceme 1n the sohools of the Neo-Platcnists. It
?  had suooee&ad in devitalizing ite own religion by the

very aotion of the rationalistic teﬁaenoy in the Greek
pirit. But inso doing. it hea only aronaed in 1tse1f

'a deeper longing aftar those mystiaal qualities founa

1w§nting in the disaredited "Immortais" The Greek )

8pirit et this Jnnoture was finite humﬁnity in searoh

of something infinite yet ncsseesing attr*butes for |

whish the humen hoart yearned. Can we wonder then thaf"

"n the 1ntenaely personal agpest of tbe mystery cults

,the 1mpereona11ty of the rationalistio Greek Spirit

ound, or thought it had found the oomplement of whioch

4t was in search.- ‘ ’

The result of thie movement then was the uellen-

izing of the Grient, and 1t 1s = well known feot that the
Hellenized Orient imposed itsslf everywhere throu h its

!_men and its works, in politiea. in astronomy, in methemat-

ies, in medtcina. in me aphysics in vhilosophy, in 11ter~

aturs, and in art. But ite greatest victory, =s aleewhere |

. indioeted was in religion, .where it utterly destroyed the o

~Graeco-Latin paganism, end thuse msde way for the third
great force in this momentous -etruggle of religions.'
. .. Before prosseding, however, to discuss this

third element it will be necessary to show how and why

—_———
.
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the Greak spirit. ooalesoing with the Oriental mysbieism.
overuama the last etronghold of . oooiaental paganiam. Rome."
And we aannot forbear to monder ‘how the auatere and formal
‘system af yontifioal law and sugursl Be*enoe. whioh hsd
1mpoaad itself upon the native religions of the West, ‘
shoul& fell so readily before the nativa religions of the

gast. Here too, we must aeny,the,apparentlyiobvioug butn,ﬁj ‘ :

Ayi xeality snperfiolal and ingorrect estimete which attrib}iﬁf ”

ntﬂa thia vistory to the overwhalm1ng eorrwption of an N
 91&33 3ivilization reas ting upon a youngar 1vilizatien. ;
wanting in moral stemine, o .

The 1mmediete gause for the triumph of Orientel
oulta. whether Hellenized or not, mey be found in the
very obvions pre-ponderanee of the Orient inm ‘Industry "
and Qommerce. Por frow these eastern lands Rome drew
the prtnaely eargoea of an innredibly vast and ‘busy ahipp-
'1ng;’ Ana the emasSaries of the esonomic world, merehants,
ealdiers. servents, alaves, and oivil servanta beuama '
aotive &nd ardent in the extension of that rkrticular
Pr0p§ganda to whlch they gave their alloglanse. The
eafety au& eaae of travel furthered the movement ag they
later offered their aia in the aame way to Chriatianity.'
In order to reproauea for ourselves the historiael b@@i-
ground of the pariod we muat imagine the mighty and in-
_CSreasing organism of Roman polity. and picture the teem—
ing thousands of men. from every quarter of tHat Emetern

world, some of them fre&h ‘from the ornde snd superstitious
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(R rites of oulte 88 yot untoushed by the refining influence
2 of philosophis thought, others trained in sohools where
the Oriental mysteries were most subtly blended with the
refined speoulations and the aeathetic.aﬁornmenta of the
Greek 8p1rit.vwho passed, ﬁy-eeonomiovneceasity; in in-
oreasing propgasion up and down. the roads of the Romen
world, snd who, &1l the time, sonsciously or unconscbusly
weretinoturing Roman 11fe with the idesms and i{deals so

| real and desr to themselves.

i But esonomis neoesaity waa not the ultimate

P ?§%8° of the viostory of the Orientalkaulterovar the_

’;1;§t stronghold of tha-Graeoo-Roman,paganism.  Hor oan
that nltimate oause de found in the explenation sometimes
given that sooisl conﬁitioné»had~killeaioff the best of

the Italis and Celtis stock, leaving the remainder in such

a state of deteriorstion that they were unsble to resist

' the insidious enslavements of the kast, For this explan-
ation alsa‘pra-suppdses the assenttél 1nfariority of the , j~

2 Oriental peoples, whigh, es slresdy pointed out, is &

theory thet cannot be maintained.v

The truth of the matter 13 that theee Oriental -

e

cults érp.?ea.].et‘). nore strongly. to the emotions.-the in-

telleot, and to the gonseiense than 41d the traditional

Paganism of the Graauo-Roman world.

The Roman religion was . eubjected to politics
and wag therefore s0ld and prosaio. Its oeramoﬁy. ritual

and liturgy were formal dry. and legel. While the Orientsl
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;QfélisiOnu were aaductivq;,evckiﬁg terror and hope in
tétn& sherming ths people by the pomp. and magnifioenoe4
og their aeromoniee and proeeseione. and fasoinating
them with languishing eongs. intoxioating meloaies and
other appeals of 8 deoidadly eensuous. even sensnal nature.
',mhe Romen gods were Immortels ana ‘their chief: aist1nction
_, wea &n 1mxaaeive. 1mperturbable and artifioial eharacter. |
 ighe Qriental gods had a oloser personal relation ta man.
;fﬁwhay guffered and died. but only to revive and with their
? ¥raviv1£1oat1on they avouaed the hopes of thair aefoteea.‘
'f ‘ Rafleation had ceased to oPerate on the Graeco-
;,Roman religion.. But in the priesthood cf many of. the
i or1enta1 aulte eruaition was ooupled with faith. The
 beliet grew "that redemption, and salvetion depended on
‘€tha ravalation ot certain truths, end tnrouph this revel-
ation. on a knowledge of the gods. the world end of our ‘
own persons - and piety beoame gnosisu“ ‘Thie then-as I
B understand it, is the raal genesis of that tendenoy |
knewn as snostieism. the union of the idea of revelation
ag imparted in the myetery oults, with the 8aou1arizing,
rationalizing eieﬁént of the Gréek Spifit. There was,
then," undoubhdly. mors food for thought in these cults
than in the traditional offioial pagsanism of the period.
That these Oriental cults should appesl more
strangly to eanseiencas nOurished on the lofty preoepts
of a Plato or a Ciaero seoms strange. But it is, never-

theless, true. 'For psganism lacked the elastioity required
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for growth in any éystem‘of thought. It was fixed. It

d41d not-Reep pase With the evolution of new ethioal

stendards whioh went on around it by the efforts of |

the philosophers, It was designed for a etate. not for

the individual, But not only did the Oriental cults. by

reason af their esaentially aynoretistie nature seize on

the epeculationa of the philosoPhers and pour them into

their own moul&e, but they held theae dostrines up to

men 88 1nﬂ1v1duala end urgei them to ‘seek Batisfaotion

%%i . for thelr 1ndiviaua1;nea§e‘in,the exoteris\cerempnieg-
and esoleric myetériee of the oult. And further, the
,Oiiantal onlts hrought two new ideas to the Roman world,
namely. the purifiaation of the 1mpnnitiea of the soul-
by mysserioua oeramoniea. end the promise of & blessed
inmortality as the reward of pisty. '

Sush then was the situation at the time of the B

riae of the third great forse in the battle o? ‘religions,

- The Greeck Spirit with 1te rationalising and secularizing _

-tenévnay haﬁ from tha time of SOorates been devitalizing

"~ the paganiam of Greeae and qome. In RO aeing. however. 1t
had not satisficd its own 1ntense longing for the ebﬁolute .
truth of the universe - 8 longing imparted to it by Pl&to
end Aristolle, who had dealaraa knowledge to be the S
summum bonum for mankinﬁ. In the latter rart of the thir& '
oentury B.C. in the advant of the Goddess Cybele to the Wesi
the Graek Spirit found the needed propaganda. the new food
for thought, in the ides of revelation. Undouhtedly. Hellenism

Fopne e Frg '} had experiensced its influenee on weny of the Oriental sults

N

*
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proviens to this date. But the westwara movement of Orientalf,
sults, whioh now began, gave an 1noalou1able 1mpulee to the
new development of speculation. fThis union of the Greek’ e
gpirit with Oriental idess of myserious revelation must. .
pot be recgaerded as immadiste. But 1t must be thonght of as

gra&ual end as oontinnally evolvtna .over & period of over

two hundred yesrs, until there aroge & new ster in the East ~~~~~ ;z*fa '

the star that signaliza& the soming of Him who was to do ,,‘
bettle with seemingly triumphant gnostio oulte. and emerge

viotorious sovereign over 8 kinrdom that should grow, like

the mustard seed, t111 1t ehelter all the soms. of men.

To Israel belongs the oredit of being the birth-
place of Jesus and the éeené of that minfsﬁry from which
grew the third power that played eo momentous élpart.in ~
the struggle'pf religions. _'And'whate#er we may beiieve‘;
and know of the aivine ofinin and nature of JesnS‘we must
agree that on Hie hnman side He was the son of Hie rase. the
one personality WhO gatherea up into Himself =11 the spiritusl
wealth of & psople who, it ie agreed, poaseesad & uniqug and
unequalled gentus for God. It iajindeed true that this genius
of the Jawiah people debarred them from sush & somnlete ana

harmanioua development of the human personslity as was

8ttathied by tho Greeke in the period of their highest glory.
And 1% g, g signifzaant feat that these two peoples each

a§°8303306.what the other lsoked. Greece, with its genius
for the

harmonious development of human peragnélity. lacked
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a true conoeption of the divine. TIsrael with its.oreed
that the fenr of Jehovahiis‘the:begihning - andAend; of |
widdom, 1£ckedktha uhdoubtédly‘exceilent qua;iﬁias of Greek
sulture. | | } - . “
o sghus the sharp contraats of the sﬂulptor's plan
Showed the two primal paths our rase has trod ;-
Bell as the nurss of man complete as man.
Judaea pregnant with the living God.
Jesus the Christ, then, for such is our belief,
wes the oulminstion of thie geniue for God which had inepired ‘
in some measure, & long susaesaion of priests, prophets and
kings, and hgd steadily lighted,the arﬂuous pathw&y of a long
euffering an&‘eesentiaily'sinaere”peopie. Por He was. God
tranalated into terme of flesh end blood He was the living
angwer to the nrayar that for centuriea agcended from the
throbbing, well-nigh brokey heart of. Kerael to the throne
. of the Majesty on high. o | .

“It e thenﬂwith intenselintereetvthat we Waﬁeh thé:\
advent of this new powef;uéon thé’arena,ofvthe cqnfliot»of'
religions, and'obSérve its 1néreaaing~growth'in thé Apoétolis
8ge. The stary of the growth of . Christienity is well~known
énd need not here be told, But it gaina fresh signifiaanee ‘
for our enqniry when we observe its contaot with the great |
Graeoo~0rianta1 world of that day. And 1pﬁegd we must ine
V°3t18&te the result. Did the rationalising, éecularising.
Orientalized Greek spirit remein fifm in 1ts allianaa with .
the Oriental cults, and did the coalition preaent a8 united

front asainst the new 1ntruder9' Or 41d they seek to assimilate
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i1t and w®o deatroy ite unique signifioanoe? Or did the -
Orientalised Greek Spirit pour ite epaeulations into this
new world, snd attempt to treat chriatianity aa it had the
Bastern oults? | )

.m0 the first of tnese three qnéatione we may safely‘
answer in the negative, For the Greek Spirit itself prealudedﬂ.
all posnfbility of any aueh hard end fast allisnce. It was

sonstantly in eaareh of gome new thing. Ita»eaaenae wag

5%%@ gree play of thought. Ite thcught~wérerpevar 6oﬁfinea

to hieratic channelse, and mever finally orystsllized into

‘dogma. If then it had failed to.tske note of this new

religion it wonld heve gsemsed to be the Greek Spirit. And
the Greek Spirit has not yet cessed to be. It is nresent

in our own age patiently trying out’ every new manifestatian

of lifa. whether or not it be truth.

- But believe thet history will ehow that when

Ghrietianity vertured ferth into the world it reaeiveﬁ 8 two

fald reeeption from the farcea then at work. Tor it was' met

~ on the ome hand by the Oriental Greek combination in whioh
1 inolu&a the great sshool ﬁf fantastia synoretism which

gﬁlminatea in Pﬁila to trana ?ana aasimilate 1%, while

on the other hana. 1t wes met by a more agute eeculerJzation

the aoﬁivity of Greek minds tinged by Oriental {deas, which
3°“8ht to provide it with a systematia dogmatio. to present
it ee the guarantee of perfeot knowledge. and t0 mske 1t the

~abeolute ang wuniverssl religion. To these two tenﬂencies

-Christianity appoaed at firet the simple faith of its founder’
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dpoee [ gl as 1nterpr6ﬁﬂﬁ by tho Hew ?estament writera and by-the leadera
| of the ohuroh. And 1t wes the aignificant and -stupendous |
tagk of theae 1eaders to keep the mind of the shuroh fixed ;
on chriat and the teaching of. the Apostlea. In this conn-
gotiom, the work of Irenseus, the biehcp of the chief
Christien Church in Gonl must e specially mentioned For |
he it was, 1n this greve orisis when all parties were claim—
ing the goayel 28 their orn.’mho ¢ormulated a Btandara of
Christian teaching which is ststed by Hr. Edwin Hatch as
followae- ' I )
"He maintaineﬂ that the etsndard ct Christian teaching
‘¢¢R wes the teaehing of the churﬂhes whieh tha Apostles had
founded, - which tesohing he held to be on 211 esgential
SIS pointe the same. He meinteined the existence, and he asserted
,Jeggy;ﬁ SR the anthority, of 8 f{ées»cmtholioa - ihe‘genaral belief of -
the Christien Churchea - vhich was alsc the fides apostslica -
the belief whieh the Apast‘es hed taught n

Ve have, then, a three-fold struwple between )
Cnostioism, or the.Grgek;SPirit,;bnoatio-Orlental syncretigm?
and Catholic-Apostolic chziatiaﬁity.v How then did'fhis .
struggle 1ssue?: o | - |

Undoubtedly it issued in fsvor of the Catholio
Apostolin foroes. For the Oriental aults were themse}vee

basaed lergely on fiotitioua nature myths anﬁ however edomed,

were at botuom oanoeptlons of a very low order g8 will be

bl o 8een by such rites as the taurobolium, and the vertigo-inspired
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09##5505 gg the'feligweis of'Dionysus, Isis and Serapis.

1t is true thet by tha\apeonlativp1gen1ud’0f the Greek
gpirit they had been raieed to 2 power ospsble of deatroy-
ing the presence of & new religion*of redemption based on
a hiatoriocsal Redeemer and on spiritual and moral eonsep*ion
e infinitely higher then their own. they aould not but be
a venquighed. | L _
The Graek Spirit ‘%00, failed in its aim to _
capture christianity for Greek oulture, by reason of the
faot ﬁhat the unlimited syeculation of the &nostioa workea
out 1nt¢ the mqst fantastio and inoongruous ooncaptions
which gould not ve reoonoiled to the historisal Christ ana =
the @atholio-Apostolia standard. This imaginative fancifnl—

ness 15 eeen 1ntha systeme of Beeilides and Valentinua. But
while it 18 trne that &nostisism. for thus we may aeaignate
the aativity of the Gvaek Spirit in this age. hpd to give |
.way before the catholianépoetolia Churoh it must be, pointea |
out, that nl%imetely bnesticism gained helf the ‘battle 1nasmueh
88 many of thezten&ensiee it repreeenteﬂ later feund aﬂcept’
angse in the Church.h wor in fact the Gnostiea were the
theotogiane of the first aentury who eought to provide
Ohriatianity with a system. of aogma and with & philéeophy

of raligian and mgny of the &ogmas. and much of ehe philoe-‘
ophy Whiah they . enunciated wasg la'ar accepted. Bot only so,

bug early Ohristianity ehowe abnnaaﬁt of: gnoetieism. nemely,.
BPeonlataaq, mwstiaiem. and aeoetioipm.’

' o sum up our diseussion of the hiatoriéal situation.‘
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we may‘state'tt'briefly as follows: The Greak:spirit:,

then, ¥
by ite retionalizing and aeoul:rizing tendensies . devitalizea

Graoeﬂ-nﬂman paganism. It gought; then & field for its.
sotivities in the revalations of the Oriental mystery

culte. This oombination triumphed over Greeso-Romen pagafni-".
ism. But in doing so it bnt-préparea‘tha‘wﬁyytbr~christianity.
Por Christianity, based On'a'hisﬁoriaal sub-gtratum, on the ”
one hand disoredited by its very reelity the unreality of

the Oriental oults, and on the other hend successfully re- .
‘buffed, by ita}eaeential‘sanity the fencifnl exfravéganqes”‘
of gnostioism. While to Gnoetielsm must be oonoeded & -
partial and. benefiocial viotory in the 1ater development of
the Churoh. L : ~
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OKAPTER v.
e BE »vIBES BEATEn FOR_THE PBRPGSE oF GOE?ARISOH.
1N @BE AETEH?Q TO BIS@IBGUISH THE ELEMENTS OF THE HYMY.
P B s

In tho-pruviane ohaptar 1 heve &ttem@téd merely |
an interprotation of the historical situation in the two | |
oonturies preceding ana sneoeeiing the antrance of Christian-
ity on to the world-soene. The astusl history uannot be
adequataly given in 8 work of thié éoope; Wor is. it neoess- |
ary to write the aetail of history for tbé purposes of our
iuveltigation. |

Beverthelese. it is obviously nsaeaeary that the
partianlar gharaoteristios and dogmas of two of theae forses.
should be as briefly =s possible etatea.,namely. thoseunf'the -
ohief Griental ocults, and.thosé'of‘ﬁhe ohief.gneatiofaystems; 
Space does nét permit of eny a-ae'qun-té statement of Catholic
belief at ﬁhia period. But T ehall rely on the more familiar
knowledge ef thia type of thought to assist us in attempting
to determine whether or not ‘there are Christian elements in
the "Hymm of the Soul," and . to what extent they bear influenae
on its conoeptions. - | '“ 

In the intreduotbvy'famarké 1t3wéavpein€e§¢gﬁt-ﬁhat
there &re gertain referenceeiin ﬁhe ﬂymn wﬁioh woula'iéad o
us to belisve, that it was written befora the £all of §pe
Parthien supremaoy in. 224 A D. It will be of interest to..
attempt to test this judgment by referense to the internal
°Vidanoe offered in the ehought of the author. It has theree 

fore %0ourred to me thet there is = way in whieh we. may
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.aetQM§$ to'&stine;'at 1eaéflrfhevperiod of the Hymn!e
Qompuaitian and pin &ewn the aate o£ its authorﬁhip to
the epan of R fsw yesrs, which approximaeion is,. after
311. abaat as naar t0 1t as we might expaot to arrive
by ﬁhia mathod,‘ilf then, we fina there sre unmistak- '
sble christian elemants in 1% we may ‘say that it wes not
writton hefora at leaat 50 AD. If,on the other hnnd we ;‘
find that 1ts eonaeptiona do nof show the influenee of .
an-Plateuish i1t mey baregarded as being not later than
early in the third sentury of our era. _ L .
-In aarryi-ng out this method then, We.-"wili"find )
1t neaeasary. f£irst, to present the chief ideaa of the
most 1m@ortant Oriental oulte; second to.give a - ahort
" gooount of the general dogmas of &noetie=chtietian1Qy and
'the-éartioﬁlér doatrineé of»1£e ohiéf sehOOIS;‘ third,
»to givo gome aoeount of Jewish Christianity; and. fourth.3
to aﬁate the ahief views of Heo-Platonieh.
The first arinntal religion to gein access to the'f
Rome waa that of the Goﬁdess of Phrezgia, knovn &8 the
Hagna mnter denm,lﬁ&a,_ It was originally e primitive
religion af'natuie;r?o the. Greek:Spirif below, 1% owés
the apiritnalization thet raisea At %o the rank of =
”01181an of redemption. o |
| It awea ite admission to the Latin Worza to
the faot that when Hannibal was makimg his Iast atand |
in tho mnuntains of Brutt*um. the Romana beeame frightened

by Bhewers‘ofustonea,; They sought aﬁvice from the’ sybyla
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who were, themselves, from Asia Minor. They recommended
the 1ntrcdnation-o£ the new goddeaa. who, in the shape of
8 metoar. arrived in Rome 204 B.C.’ Upon her errival victory
rested with the Romen erms, end a yearly festivel wes de--
_oraea in her honor. te be celebrated April 4th, to 10th,
ths religion haa ite or1g1n ‘on the Uplands of
Anatolia where bn.Mt, Ida and Mt. Bereoyntus reaided the
gaﬁduas_ﬂ&bele.‘ She was the goddgse of the,earth, the
‘faound’mbtherfdf'all_thihgs;ﬁanﬁ the'éhaﬁbliaﬁa’woféhippeﬁ
her ththe'aummftafof'wdodea mouﬁta1ne. énafvenéréted trees,
atonaa.'metoérs,'ana‘aertéin'animala. The husbadd of Cybele 1
was Attis, but ho dmelc apart in sullen diehumor. |
', ~Amongst the Anatolisns came the Phrygiens from
Thrace who by e process of 1dentifieat19n~adcpteancybele and
Attis as'their‘QWn, edding, however, new elemenﬁsftp the
oult. Attis beosme Dionysis. He mowwes oconceived of ss
living in.OIOSG»nﬁIQn with tha’ébd&esa of‘thé:eart&. fﬁe
oesaation of #eget351§ 1ife41n;Aﬁtumn béeame QBQOGiated‘
w;th the death of”btenysus. and,thgfmoaninéﬂbf-thefwinter.
-W1nda signified tha;ﬁaurning oflqybele foy“the‘departe&
Dionysus. With.sﬁving,‘however. the godervaed All
theee phases of natura the- E@rygiane oelebrated with exX- .
treme and revolting mntilationa ana tha wildest orgies of
';1ndu1genae. Rere is seen the tendenay to asocetictem Whieh
hes since been =0 enormously deveIOpea in the history of

religion. .

?heqezOrgieg-wererinévitably,repugnanﬁjto,ﬁhe




authoritiea. who. o prevent their propagation.
Yolated the. ‘oult, which however. 41d not die out.’ But
1ng the Mithridatie ware Roman ealdiera learned to
ship M&. whoae ritas were aimilar ‘but even more -
1uary and warlike, whey breught the new worship
Reme. but it waa thera subjeoted onoe more to Cyhele'i
dﬁ ttis. for the nama nionysus aaema t0 have fallen

%a'disuaa.

ealigula authorized the worahip of Isis which |

_beoame 8o poyuler that hie suoeeesor. CIau&eua. |
order to offeet thia popularity withdrew the original
striotions against Cybele and. Attia._ He intro&noed
} new cyole of holidays in théir honor, in which the
agady of the death af Attia wae enaoted. , E
| Ite offiodal recognition gave the oult nrestige

An en aocount ofvthia 1t-rapia1y sprea&. This~rapid prop« L

ag»'ton was algo aided by a belief in 1mmorta11ty founded
’n'tha legand of Attia.' S0 pcwerfnl did it beaome that
‘ther fareign religiona on transferring to Rome aaught
;llianae with it. iThe Persian ault of Mithra is en example
® this. It admitted only men 1nto its myateries but their

‘1vas an& aaughters foun& reoeption in the dult of Attie and _'

Cybele. To this union waa due also, the introduction into
} a oulﬁ of the taarebolium. 8. bath in the. blooa of & steer,

‘1ah was believad to purify the 1nit1ate ‘and meke -him psr-
ak§ o£»theaeaanae ef.thaAﬁuty, Thig'tendency,to‘spiritnglf

ation»was £urther manifestgd'inuthasorigihal,révelsjén&V,'
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faasta. whioh now besans. brotherhood banquets aignifyina
the brotherhco& of the initistes, and towards the end of -

; tho-empir@ worel ideas were conﬂeeteﬁ with the agsimilation
 of liquor and mesats taken from ﬁhe tambourine end dymbal of
Attis. | o

‘The. syneretistia n&ture of the oult showad itgelf
; 1n ita acoeptanee of each new viaw involved in avery modif-
i icatien of the aanaapﬂion of ﬁhe world and of man. Attie,

i for axample. bevame - the sun under the inflaence of the solar
ihenotheiam of the astrologioal semitia- aults. Late:,,the ‘ ‘
- Phryglen fable ‘"beosme the mould into which subtle Neo~ - .
‘Platonio exegetes boldly poura& their philosophio speeulationa.‘
T  The. next great religion to enter the Latin world
wae the oult of aerapls and Teis, whioh oame from Alaxanar&é.
It ‘wasg fonndad by Ploteny Soter with the politiaal objaet
.‘of un;ting thefGreeks ana_égyptﬁana,in-his,ﬁamains« Serapis .
,Waezﬁﬂeﬁtifioafwithfthe-anciént*ﬁ@?ptian‘091ria; lord'Of'the '.'
‘?ﬁﬁaarwcrld. The crae& was a oombinstion of Greek mysteriee
Awith the anetent beliefs of the Phﬁroahs. Its 1{turgy,
ritual. and srt were renaerea very attraotive by tha Gresk
”for aeathetias.- Oeirus or Serapie wag the God vho governsd
_vegetaticn end the underworld, , |

- ' This synoretiatio a&lt came to Italy early 1n the
“firet oentury B G, It was met with g hostile reseption |
sinoe the autharitias fearsd. anything that emenzted from N
Alexan&ria. It was first adoptea on ‘the southern part of: the
}peninsula and the authcrities triaa vainly, in the Senate.
to oppose its progroas, in 59, 58 and 48 B.C.
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- In the year 19, A.D. wiberiua 1nst1tuted a most

b1ooa*khirsty porsesution aguinst ite priesthood This
persenution. however. the dult eucaessfully withstood

| and atter the death of mibnriua 1t gained great. aeeendanay

whiah oulminated early in the third oantury._

This salt nevar formnlatea 8 oohsrent~system of
belief.. Iu faat. its baliefs were 8o hazy, 8o elaatia.v
that all men might reaa into them whatever they wished to»
balieve. This elaatiaity s, shown by the f%et that al«,
though et her entrande into ItalJ._Isis wes of such an B
- unexaetlng nature th&t sha was. identified with Venus ané
‘ stigmatised by Juvanal as a nrocuress. ghe neverthaleas.
when the evolution of morality dempndad virtue as & fruit
of. religion. offered also to. snpply thia demana And the
mediam for this new moral aevelopment wes found 1n the
saaramental acta af yurifiaation whish haa alwaye axisted.=
in the oult, without any meral siynificance., . :

f, ?ha two ohiaf attraotiona of the eult were 1ts P
ritnal and ite doatrina of 1mmorca11ty.‘ Eor wiah them.
"xritnal had an affioaey 1ndepenaent of the priest. It waé”‘ |
a saarea 1noantation which the celestial powers oould not

but obey.; ith the thought of the future lﬁ’e the 11fe ,'

of thia sult wag dominated And their speoifia belief. whieh '

dasoended frem the aneient wnrship of OSiris. was very aimilar
to the ﬁheory of the ault of m1thra. namely, that 1mmortality
| ooulﬂ be eecura& by the identifioationof the deeeased with
Serapia. Unlike the mithva oult however. this aaeimilation

,9
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waa not to.be gaanad by aaorifieial meals or blood baptisms,
but. by £aiﬁhfu1 attendanoe on the feeding and clothing of
the statnee ot the gode, by maqbery of the rituel, and by

saoram&nt&l puritioatian.

From. Syria seme. the nent 1nf1ux of Oriental aults.g

ghese. hewever, were not unified in one organizaticn. mhis

aiaaussion was. the. reeult ana refleotion of the disunion cf

syria herself., And the aemitie stoek from vwhenge  their, 7'“7{7’

ﬁavoteas sprang proviﬁed ‘the. 1oyalty and vertinacity whiah
enablea theee saveraz sults: to- exist aiae by side without
union. » o .
| It is 1mpossible to give an account of eaoh of
these v&rious oulta. “But 1t will ‘be poasible to outllno
the mevsment by which they were. aiseemin&ted throughout
the Latin world.&vf 7

- And: hé#e may. be remembered kS point already re-
£erraa to in the previous ohapter that the 1mmediate eause o

of this dissenunation wes an eeonomio. one, Beginning abont

two hundrad years. befora christ,‘ﬁestern marahanta began to

-imp@rt Syrien slavas. and thia olags at first preponderatad
‘ in tha ranks of the .devotees. of .the Syriep aults.» ‘The
Syrians poasass a genius for commerce and in tive outrivalleﬁ

even their original mastere in. this field.
| Under this eaonomio 1mpulse this aiffuaion of

semitia oulte in the west eontinually inoreased and after the_

aeeession of the severi in the. aeoond century of our era it
.baeame,exoapﬁienally rapiﬁ: #or now they}had~thelfavor and

auppdrt,p£ a sourt iﬁaslf‘half’Syrian. ,%woAatﬁempts were

o

S e T ey, o o
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made. one by ﬂeliogabalus and one by Anralian. tb esﬁabiiéﬁ
Syrian eulta 1n abaolute premaoy 4in the Latin world - butb

| -fwithont uomplete suoceaa.,

e Qha reaaan for the auesees of theee oulta has been

‘generally pcintad out 1n the previoua ahapter, ‘But the sneoifie

’exoellenae of tha Syrian cults must be here alluﬁed to. Over |
”their qrnae and primitive nabnre beliefs had grown a naw
\ana 1eas rndimentary set ot idaas. which. daspite weny

nobvious blemtahesveﬁ R immaral OT. un-moral nature. gava new”7“f

l.strength and attr&etiun to . these ouits. Cument aagribag thismw%

'gdevelogment ‘t0 two sauaas~~ First the evalution of the .

"'janoienﬁ 1&3& of "tabu“ from Whioh wae aevelopaa in many cf

ftheaa aulﬁs sn 1des of haliness.Aanﬁ & oonstant anxiety tq
,frsmain xn bhat atate. or . ﬁa rsga;n it whan 1oeﬁ~ ana eecond,
,.to the influanae af tha fefleative soheola er the B&byloni&n 3
| fpeople Who. aven in tha period when tbe Parthiane gainedfﬁhg;
 va11ay cf the’ Enphratas from. the. Selenoidee sontinued o dfs-
'fouee "eeamelogy ana ftret prineiplee in tha rival sohools of
ffBorsippa anﬁ Orahee‘ |
g This latter point ie of very oonsiderahle Amportance
o For the Babylonian influenee effeoted many ohangea in the

- Syrian onlta and throughf"” ““’eroisea 8 consiaerable in- _

The Babylonian influanae

finﬁroduoea new goda. as for: exampla Bel.: To it is also’

".{aue the. arrangemenu of ﬁutiea in triada. a gharaeteristic

pof 3ahylonian theology. and one which nermitted an enriah-

- ment of thonght tn bhe eults.,,Astrolatry moreover nge newa;

foharaeters to the. &attiea,w

‘:..’.

;imposing itaelf on: the old
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agrerian mytha Pna raieiug those rather law conoeptions to
e highar plane of thought and speaulation. The inflaenoe
of the ﬂhal&eans. vhen. throth the syrian cults, although

, it oannot be striotly defined may_be said at 1east to have

been philosophioc and religiaus. literary and populsr.
A further 1n£1uen~e of prylon on the ;yrian cults

was their gradual extination of the rudimentary yrian |
'jeechatalogp, which wes 80 sed, dull end hopeleas ag to
"afford‘;ittle somfart to souls yearning for: {_resompensé B
 for the 1l1s of this. 11£e in a world to oome. The new '

esehatology sommanicated from the Chaldeane wes. that nfter
‘death the aoul returned to heaven to live among the stare.

thua epoaping 211 the b*tt@r neoeaaities of a‘life lived

under the aetermination of the stars, and sharing equally

1nvthe-immort&11ty'9f the sideteal godg, “Some of these theories 7?

:
ghould be gore_spenialiy~mentibhed and 1 shallggi#e themf&s‘V. Eﬂ
atétéd b?.(:mnont. "In the oninien of some, the soml %&s o :
'attraotad by the r&ys of the sun, snd after ressing by thé SR
| 5  moon- where 1t was purified 1t lost 1tself in the shining I
'_star of ﬁay. Anather nore purely ashologic&l theary. that | .
was nndauhtedly 8 devalopment of the former, taught that the -
aoul deseended to earth from the heights of heaven by rassing  | i
-through the spheres of bhe seven p}aneta Duringits nassaga
1t ‘seoured the aispositions and qualities proper to eagh _. g
'planet. After death 1t returned to its original abode by the O
‘same rout@. T0 gat from one sphere to anoth@r it haé 0 pass  1

a door guardad by a aommandant Only the sounls of initﬂates | B

knew the p&aswora that mede those incurruptible guardians i
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- Jield, and unaer the conduot of & psyahopompus they ascended
'safely from’ sone %0 zone. As the soul rose 1t aiveatea iteelf
of the passions and qualitiee it hnd aoquired on 1ts desoant
ta the earth aa though they were: garmants. and free from
sensuality. it pentratea into the eighth heeven to enjay ever-
- lasting happinese asg a8 subtle essenae, " >
Yot only d1d the Syrian oulté offer to man this

doatrine of immortality. but they built up a very complete
and effeetive thaolagy._ The aonaeption of the duty haa
rperforoe. to grow, in order to keep up with these new son-
o aept&ona.‘ The result wae the eoneeption of a2 supreme gaa
of the heevens, 7o hin was applied the term "Mog §- Kigh"
and'in aomé'measuxe,fha. with his colleggnaa in this soler
henotheism, wae fagarﬁea as'almighty.. ?hia conéépti6n ié
aupnoséd’ﬁo7have'daveldpeﬁ frdm'the anéient»ooneépeion'of
the 3&81 88 being autooratie.; 30 that the Syrian Beal oults
m&y be regarded 58 having prébagated. in the Latin world. the
‘oonceptien of the abaolute and.illimitable aaveraighty of God
-ever the earth. o '

| The obsarvation of the ehangeleee constancy in the
heavenly ‘bodies alsa developed in the Chaldeans. and 8o in the
Syrian oults. & ne%ian of a. divina eternity. 8o Baal. "Lord
'of the . heavens" beaame in tima Maater ef aternity. |

It w11l be seen from these remarks that nha Syrian

oults in&iraotly playad 8 very considerable part in developing

~ the religious eonaeptions of the OGQidant.

A fourth important nellgion came to the Oscident
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lete in the first century of our' era. 1% was. the 'Ders‘ia'ia-'
~@ults of M1thra. Ita ceremoniea mere fi*st nerformea be— |
fore .gome soldiers of ?ampey in 6? A. D. by e band of nirates
,whieh they head aanture& ‘The. eult is thus believed to hava
paseeﬁ fram the. Peraiana to the Phrygians an& from the “

APhrygians to tha Hom&ns._

Buring the rsiEn of the Aahemenides Persia oolonizedf.' :

_.Asia Minor. And through ull the- vinissitudes of politioal

change theae ‘Persian shieftains remained the real maeters

of- the soil. In the time of Mithridates Eupater these

pecple asted &8 & buffer agsinst Roune, and also. at & later

. ‘date ﬁefa&&aa the sutonomy nf’ Armenia egeinst, tho seme fca.

 5<;The go& of this warlik& ra*e was Mithra who baoame the
fftutelsry duty of armies.

4 The" magi the olergy of the cult. were also L
soattered aver the Levent. They were, wenknow, extremely7"
’zealoue~in-the maintenanee~of“their'o%n riteefana tr&&itiaﬂé
whigh from.the observations of %trﬂbo, gen be regarded 28 being
identioal mith the rites of Eersian ﬁazdaiam their eriginel
.sourge., Upon. this besis thghleernaa astrclogiaal theelowy ofl
,.the Chalaeans\super-imposed itself upon the ancient Persian
mytha Just a8  ¥~haﬁ dong in- the cass of the Gyrian ~u1ts,
and. 1ndeea 80 cloae is the: aonneotion that - we aannot but k\
,believe that sertasin of thase- Syri&n cults poseeeseﬁ a: strongi
- element. gained from this sourse. ‘

The Greeks and -the Pers*ans s history shows were

“moftalren@miesh and‘£Qr=shis,reaspn,ﬁithraigm:pasaed;airestly*~
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from asia into the Latin World. ‘ ‘ ,
~ From the momént of 1ts introdudtion into this

new fiald. 1ate in the first eentury of our era. it spread

%_with great rapidity and finelly gained the favor of high .

offioiala and eventually of the.aavereign‘ Eommoans. near

the end of the seoond aentury was the riret sovereign to be :

initiatea into its. myateriea.
When 1t 13 pointe& out. that this new religion wae

'aomposea of & ritual ‘and a mycholoay reaeived from Pevsia

(for 1t wae by no mesns 1dentisa1 with genuine Zoreaetrianism )

'and thet to ‘this wes addea the erudite Chaldean theology which
had aavancea the supremaoy of the Syrian cults. it will be
-nnneoeésary to point out explicitly thet in a aooiety already

7Faoquaintea with these beliefs through the Syrien oulte 1t a1a

not owe. ita rapia auoogae to theee elements,

Eer sanld 1ts 11tucgy aompars with that inspired by |

Athe poignant griaf ef cybela mourning over ﬁhe death of Attie,

or with her jubilation over nis revival.

Buﬁ tha shief attraction of thie new oult was its

"fundamental dnaliﬁm, whia it was that gaeve sﬁreggth and sonf

eistanay to 1%3 thaology and ethica. Wow th!@‘ﬁnaiism of'
m1thraism waa by no means 1dentiaal with the philosoyhioal

dualiam which had appeared muah earlier in Greek speculabion.

and. whioh mey be desoribed as the antithesia of mind. and

matter, and reason and intention, But Mithraism defied the

evil prinoiple, snddeolsred war between the two auties‘ the
good and the evil, and urged the worship bf'bath(the worship

of the evil being to plaa&ta‘:in order to owersome it,)
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th@s prosenting an.appaiehtly feaéohable and simple 301ut&on
of the problem of evil. | ’ | |
‘ This belief oommended iteelf ta all olasses. Plutarch
was inslined to agoept it. The early Neo-Blatonieta gdmittad
Persisn demonology into their systems. It is =lso suggested
that Judaiem drew its 1dea of the adversary of God, 8s found
in Job from a Mazdesn source. 4nd it is said thaﬁ'the son-
ception strongly tingad the teaehing of the meaieval ehurch
Thi& fundamental dualism beaame the founﬁetion of
an ethic&l system in whioh was, the ohief Pttractien of
¥ithraism in the Roman world whinh fcr g0 long haﬂ vainly
sought for that which its oripinal genius demanded. a prsotioal
religion. | / S
| | iMithra'@as regarded aa tha épirit of light, the
god of trﬁth and Juétioa. Ahriman the evil spirit was the
personifiaaticn or dn?eoation of deaeit
- Mithra,the warricr god demanded abaolute fiaelﬁty
tbﬁeabh. He exalted loyalty. He urged fraternity. He nour-
-'iéhéd‘verility;v He attaehad little importance to compasaion )
andrgenﬁleneaé. The whole conaeption of Mithraisnm then wes. |
'”domingtea by the antithesis of purity and.impurity, and these
ﬁualities were regarded'as sPiritunl' snd its‘ceremonies-haa;‘k A
a spiritusl import. This purity, then. is whet merks the oon—';
oeptiona of Mithraism ae distinct from g1l other culte.

- This high oonseption wag further strengthened by
the faot that the devotees of Withra were men of sotion. They

“-_aia noﬁ 109@ theméelvea in the epeoulaticns'nf mystioism; Life




11ever was the sssistant of Mitnra. 1t was his highly esteemed
privilege to fight on the slde of thc right.

7fthe messengers mf Ahrim&n ’or the poscession of . zhe soul.
‘The soul 1is tried before- ﬁithrﬂ and 1if its good deeds out-
‘weigh ite evil deede 1t is defended againes the 1nfernal

?messengera. 36% hegins & purifving progress of the goul

. fo)lowers of Ahriman will be consumed with fire,

Orisntal oults. And gt this point it is expedfent to remind

éeéu&é@iZihg ana rationaliz§ng:tendeney of the ereek-Spirit.

. and~the*pféces¢,with the exoeption of Withraism,wee in
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was objective, It was & oontinuel battle between

g00d and spiritual evil.' A1l creation was ranged. upo

siae:er‘%he_other. The followers of Mithva were on the
side of the. ?oed The evil man suffera and the evil min

doea - all are the mani*estations of ahriman. And the be~

» N

The es“hatological ecnceptions of Mithraism were
alsc of & very hivh arﬁer. ﬂ;ﬁnya not only faught Por his |
followers hare. but watehea‘over théfr welfaré‘hereéfter.

After éa&th he aent aelastial messengevs to struggle with

thféﬁgh ﬁﬁé;planetary SPneres.xc the world of light and. the

throns of Mithra. It was.also belicved thet Mithre st the
end of the. world would raise the bodies of the faithful to
the enjoyment ef the reslms of 1ight wbile the boaiee of the

This donoludes th¢‘,¢eount'of the nature of the
ourselves that these ars the syvééms from the Past whioh

presentea »hemaelves in the period under aiscussion. fbr

the aotion of the Western mind. They all oame under the

¢
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‘active operation at the advent of Christienity. The Greek.
- or gnostic spiriﬁ ettaéked*ﬂhristianity as it did these

v&riaua oulta. but we must now remember thet 1% was not the

Hellenic apirit in its purity but the Hellenio spirit in-

pfluenses by the conoertions of the oults above deaaribed,
- Thé'history of Gnosgticlsn is the story of the application
:”? ;of Helleniem or as Harnack ealls it "the soute secnlerlzing

 ‘tendenay“, to the religious phenomena here inﬁicated.

.?Itzwill ve sufficlent then to state here & rather

bare outline of the gencral gnostic prinoiples end the par-
‘tioulsr beliefs of its graat‘Systems;~asrﬁhe,réédervwili"
. reeognize»in'them eny elements of the Ovientqi‘ouite~Whidh

_they mey have aprrOpriated.

‘Before preoeeding to sush a statemant however. we

"mustirémember that trend‘g1ven}to lgte Ju&alsm‘by its union l

with the Greck spirit, & school of thought which oulminsted

1n Phild; and which-?repared the'way in some-meaaure‘»fﬁr .

ﬂeo-Platonism. Pharisailo Juﬁaism retained its traditional

1mparviousuess to foraeign innovations and daes not some 1nto

tpe oops.of.cur subjaot. But a few words about ?hilo and

o hisvs hool may be iuserted here before we. proceed. wit hhthewfl

_ disaussion of *he bnostia qyatems.

Fhilo givas us the clearest sonception:of that

"Jewigh Alexandr;an philosophy of religon" whioh arose in

»prntast sgainst the flettening of the Jewish religionm,

among Jaws reé%dent in foreign colonies, %o a mere moralism,
?nilo declared his system t0 be the Mosaic system

as ravealed by God and proved by the 1nterpretation of the
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014 Teetamant agoording to the favorite allegorieal method
~of the sshools of Alexanaria.'wv |
Upon examination, however, fundamental idea 18

‘fugnd to rest on the‘philoaophiafdualiem of Plato, the
- antitheaia*of God and;the-wd:la,,spirit and'matter, God ts

: en abstrsct reality. The ﬁbrld'ié unreality. How then does
God aot on the world? To explain this diffioulty Philo made
use of the Stolo "togoi " theiflafbnia dootriné'of'arahetypal'
\ideaa, the Jewish dootrine of angels anﬁ the Greek dostrine
of. damona.» From thase elemente Philo oonjured ng medistor

who waa, and yet was: not, God as well as the world " gnd. thus

'aﬁtemptqdfta overoome\tha~funaamentg1 antithesis between~cod*‘

"ana*the?world. ‘He taught that the human spirit was diviné-

" and its proper home was the heavenly world. The body was

thetpfison’house of the aoul.. The highest good»waa aonaaived‘

- by Plato to be knawledge of truth and to be accessible to
the‘humgn,mind.‘ With Philo the higheat good was God &nd He
_is}ﬁeyand;the aomprehenaionAéf the humen intelleot. The -
1mpbrtant'resu1t‘of~£hia'new prinoiple‘wae théﬁ-"étpiasé was
now for the first time provided in philosophy for = mythology
to be regerded ss revelation." For Philo thia highest good
':wae attainsble enly through eoetasy pxodueed by the highest

good. - Redempticn begina with rezhetion on aelf and the world,,f

complate asaetieiem and mystio eoataéy lead to the loss of
eelf and the gaining of the divine. This state is however

 but-a faretaata of the blesseﬁneae the soul will enjoy when .
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freed from the.boay.'Phila'é«eéhool then is responsible
for'tha:injeation»of'myaticisﬁlintb the Greakrapifit,‘and
for a very aonﬁiderable emphasis of aeo%tieism.

| Speoulation. mysticiem, aacetioiam < these are
fundamental tendanclee in gnoetieiam. Applied to the great
Oriental sults and to Christianity what wonaerful oombin=
ations will they inspire. Let us attempt to snewer this
question by a glanae at the ahief systame and dogmas of

g Gnostioism. | ‘

. Briofly stated, the fundemental philosophic.
dootrines of Christian: Gnoatiaisn agoording. to the re-

_searahea of aarnaok ara -

o 1;“‘~ o The 1n&efinable, infite nature of the divine
‘\‘,primeval being. exaltea ahove all thought.; ‘

2:<-l ' matter'es~opposed'to the divine'Being. and
'~therefore having no real being. is regardea as the grouna

of evil.

3. ‘: : @he fulness of ﬂivine poteneies. Aeona, whieh are
thought of a8, rartly powers, partly as real ideas, pertly
as relatively indapendent beings, preeenting in gradation |
the nnfo}ding and reveletion of the Geaheaa. but at the
éame time'reﬁ&egingzppésibie thextranéitiOn Qf the higher
to the lower. | - |
4» S The COBmos ss & mixture of metter with divine-

aparka, whiuh mixture has srisen from 8 descent of the 1atter

~
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1nto the former, or as some 88y from either the perverse

or permitted un&artaking of = subarainats epirit. The
Damiurge._the-agent employed by God in-oraation. i8 an

’evil 'intermediate, or weak but peﬁitant“being; The beét

 ﬁh1ng. therefore, in the world 1 aepiration. - -

B, The deliveranse of the spxritual element from ite
\union with matter,. or the. aeparation of the good from the
‘world of sensuality by the Spirit of christ whish eperates

| through knowledge, aaaetiaism,,anq holy.conaecration. thus

fofigin&teé“fhe perf@at7éﬁbstid; the man who 1s=frée‘from'the

world and mester of hzmself, who lives in God and. prepares

_himaelf for eternity.

| The above et&tement of gnostio aogma deaIs with

gnoatioism, as £ound in the great gystems of Baeilides and

.Valentinus. whoss systems were acsompaniea by legser sects(?

'Aaome af which lqanad'very much to christianity. others to
‘.’Ksllanism. | ‘ | o |
| | - of ‘the former. there was 8 aeot called the Eneratitia
_' who 1aid all stress on asscetioiam snd fell into dnaliam Again
% there were othars ﬁhO antertained docetiio views of the person

 ’0£ Ghrist.,

Qf the latter there were saﬁta 1ike the Carpooratiana

who taught ‘philogophy, practiced thq_aommunism of Plato,‘gnd
"wqrshipﬁed;christ'along with Pythagoras, Plato and Ardstdtle}
Again there were sects who were mere magioians, decelivers,

andutter hypoorites.




‘In addition to the statement of the five fundamental

’philoaophio doatrinea of Gnoetioiam given above it will be

neaaasarv to state some of 1ta epecific dogmas which Baem

‘to ‘be of interest to thia anqniry..and which are not explieitly

'ocvered by the principles: ahove mentioned.

Theaa dogmes sre =

“71,1{ o Christ 1s the ravealer of knowledge. but only in i;__“j -ﬂ

" his historie&l pereen. His esaentipl divinity ana anwg
-1’netion of Hig pre-existencs are £12tly denied.

 :23+‘ ' mhe heavenly Aeon Christ and the personal Jesua
1n whom it made 1te ap;earanoe -are to be diatinguiehed
Basilidas leokaa on Jésus &s & msn. Valentinue taught thnt
| ’the bedy of Jesns wag & heavenly pﬂyohieal formation gnd
'f-sprang from mary ‘8. womb in. aypearanoe only. saturninus
deolaraé the whele physia&l appeavanoe to be 2. phantom
and denied the birth of Jesus..

1'5§‘. . The ehursh was: regarded 28 an Aeon. end 1ta memberS‘
‘;vwera distingnishad a8 follows -

(8) Pneumatio, who in virtue of their mental endowmentsﬁ

“ ‘ﬁere’capab1a of gna&is and divine life. e
‘{bi' Psyahio, who were oapable of & limited blessedness
- and a 11m1tea knawledge of the things that tranaaend sense..
(a) .Eylio, thet ia material, who in virtue -of thair
-eonatitution perish.

‘Thers can be no doubt that Christianity is founded

on the Jewish faith, - And the followerg'of Jesus regard
o ehfiétianity%&s'the~perfqgtion of'fhat»faith; fheyaéwieh'
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Chrisﬁians themaalvas. no doubt regarded 1t in much the
Laame ‘Wey. But they beaame aeparated from the main body
of chrietians by reason of the fsot that their h0pea and
faspiratiens to closely adhered to the old national livee.
When christianity burst the bonds -of thesa'old‘nstional“ .
1daala and unaer Paul baaame in frct 2 universal religion.'
they failed to follow the new development. aenoe they be—1 ‘
same a distinst seot eventually disewnea on the one hand
by the ohurch and porsesuted by the heads of tha Jewish
feith.v They mey be truly s=ig, then, to have suffered -
"the reproash of Christ.” R

The. Hewish Christians were ﬁistinguished in two
parties --extreme and 3ibaral. The extramists sought'to -
foroe tha Mosais lew onthe gentiles and would have no )_..

.oemmunion with those who d1d not observe the ceremoniil

code. ‘The liberals were those who regarded the eeremonial
oeda a8 fcr Jewsg alone and who parmitted oowmnnion with thef
_gentiles. |
o Tha apirit az Gnoetisism wap at work amongst the
Jewish christians so that there were gronpa who attempted
by this method to meke their religion universal and yet main~ ‘
tain its peauliar signifisense for the Jews, Their aetivitiea
were centrea in three sects, *he Elkesaites. the Fbronites._-
:and the £ollawers,o£ ‘Syemechus. :&hese-seata evolved =
religion,eﬁowimg et#ongAtnaaésAof Asiat1a'1n£1nen¢é aﬂd
quite‘far’tamoved.beth from Jdﬁéism anaxchfistianity.51t

wes almost & new religion, founded, they held, by Christ,




-in'whioh'wae:revealed to him additional teachiﬁg:from;heavenq'

‘Saﬁbath,.
2. . They repudisted Peul,
4. f' . They believe& the "great and most Righ god," 1n
fin the. Holy Spirit who wes thought of as female.
B Thay btellieved that Christ Was & mere man, who haa-
'however been frequently born end manifested.
.whofbeliévad in their "book," whish forgiveness sould be
"gained repeatadly. as often~aS~needed,'on the séme-graanaf

'of any importance for our investigetion.

, ‘ ool :
_die& about 245 A. D. “Zhe . chief disoiple of the sohool Whidhﬂsngx a
‘he fonndad wep Plotinus Who died in lower Italy sbout 270 A, D.

~66-

but oarried on by enother who olsimed to have & new book

The ohief views of these seots were 33 10110ws:

1.:. . They requireaAeiraumaiaion and the keepint of the

8. . They oriticized the 0ld Testament and rejected -
part. of 1it. | | "

the 8on of God who was 9slled by them "the Great King". and
6;_j,_ ~ They yroalaimed a,new forgiveness of gin. to 211
. These aaate form the most notsble manifestat ion

of the developmant of Jewish Christianity and the only one

Beo-Elatonish was founded by Ammoniue- Sacoas who Y

Fromuthe;Egpeada»of Plotinua we may draw & brief resume of

the chief doctrines of this school.
The system divides itself into three olasses of

speculation whioh.aré Quite mgstical’inwnatura, as,fblibwszh

I1. The Bupsrsensible %World, in which mey be found the
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following aonoepﬁionst

1. ~ The Original Esesnce. It is the Infinite‘andv
Unlimitad'in'aontrast‘tOZthe finite. It ig the abeolute
first cause. It 1s good., But it is so unlimited thet
mofél attributes'can=nbt be assigned to 1t; besausge these
y‘Woﬁ1d~11m1t‘1t. It is operative forse and is continually :
begetting oomothing else, without however being 1tself

'diminlshed. This prosess is emanation. -mhe law of deoreeé-'

ing perfeotion provails in the emanatioua. The wider the

'oirele of sreaticn extends the less their shPre in the

Original essence. nll things_derived from theﬁessenue;gpn- ’

tein an innateﬁdesara,fgr g féturnto*;§,

2. The world of idoess is the Pirst emanstion. Tt 1e

. a eomplete image. or ‘the Mous of the original eggence. Tt

is the arohetype of all existing things. 1t is pure~thbught'

‘and is the highest aphére %o which the soul esn attain.

5;", o The soul is the next emenation. It is the image.

and praduot of the immov&ble Eous.- 1t stgnds between the

Hous and the world of-phenomena;- It mayfpréserve its anity

and abige in the Hous, bnt 1t hae also the pover. of uniting

1tself with tha material world. If it decides onthe 1atter; f

eonrse‘it'mdyqatill preserve its identity with the soul of
$he world, by allowing itself to be ruled by the Nous. Or
“4f not, it may be lost in the finite. |
"111'

The World of Phenomena 1g: the emanation of the SGul

of the world., The world of phenomena is regardeﬁ a8 heautiful.

and 88 capeble of hEmng

ruled by the soul. Therse is not a
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tnndamental dualism in Heo-Platonism.
'.by returning to 1tself. This 13 myatisiem."

~end negative._ The unreal exigtence of worldliness must be

vleft through awakeniug the eoul by aaeetisiam.
his followers.
' and epeeulation af the period we- are etudving, with the ox-

?1ou1t to trest in this plase. But & ouraory examination of
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- IXI. The praotiocal philosoPhy of the syetem ia asg
follewa@- |

1. | The soul mnst rise to the higbeet first of all
'2- 1  This tekes plaoce first of all through aspiration.
é;v | Aspiration 1is poaaible through asaetioism beuanse |
while the natural worl& is not evil it is obsaura, 1ndefiniﬁe. N
Sueh in outline was the system of ?lotinus ana
“We now have. befcre us the great sources af thonght
oeption of the doatrines of the churoh. ‘Theae are too diff-
the Hymm of the Soul will ghow that it is nct easentially

chriatian. although 1t mey have been influenaeﬂ by christian

1deas. These we may pick out and identify from our .general

knowledge. but the statement of theea less known beliefs shOuld
assist ‘us materlally in determining the sources of the
"Hymn 0f the aoul "

"~ Let us then devote the follcwing ehepter ‘to suoh

&n effort.
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- GHAPTER VI.
| THE APPLICATION.

Wannow some to the point of our enquiry, end there
ramains but to test the Hymn of the Soul® bu the standarda
outlina& 1n che preoe&ing ehapcer.

In pursuing our enquiry 1et us first remember that

even the unraatriatsd syneretism of the period unaar diseussion;

sould notvavolve a system unless it had some oonsiﬁerable basis

%o waloh to sdd new elements. We may etart them with the

vasaumpbion thaﬁ the syetem of vhish the "Bymn of the Soul" 1s

waf“product must heve had some such basis, in some ‘partiouler

,religion or aohool of thouvht.

Onr first duty then is to seek for this basis. In

 our treatment of the sabjeot, then, let us adopt the following

'plan':e

1. 1s the basis of the thought of this Hymn Catholic

‘.,JgChriatianity? 1f not, doea-it revea1 eny elements dravm from

:thie gouree’

Eﬁi‘ Is the bas*s Jewish Christianity? If not, does 1t
reveal any elsments drawn fram chis source?
8. o Ia tha basia Neo-?latonism? If not, doe; it reveal
sny elamants arawn from this sourge? '

4. If thoee three queeﬁions mey be answered in the

' negstive, there then remain two alternatives.

" {a) Either it is Christisn Gnostisism. r
{b) Or it is eynoretistio Oriental Gnosticism.

some auhh,p&@eess of thought then we must pursue




‘1n order to thoroughly §pp1y thé tepts, and 1f we make any
ohenge in this pgbgramme 1t will be bedause of nnfdrseen
exigencies. o | N |
1. - Can. then, Catholic Chrietianity be regarded 1n

- eny degree, &s the bagis of the system from which this nymn>

emanates? . o
An examination of 1ts doetrines will,! believe,
’suffise to permit us Yo snswer this guestion in the negativa.
-The 1dee of the?@ueen of the East" as one of the
: heavgnlyAparents'af_the soul is foreign to Catholie théology.
Whiah is besed on the rigid monotheism of the'Jews; For even
at an early dete when it became ne"eﬁaary to exnlain the
divinity Qf Jeena and of  the Holy qpitit the solution adopted
by Catholtc Thaologians wag . that of the three persons in unity,
And,evan before that solution was adopted it 1s abaolutely_
certein thet no Cetholis person -éver ‘thought of God asf._‘héf\‘w'ing
‘& "Queen, " Tt may be pointed out that in the third ohapber
I heve xefe%reﬁ éo tha‘faét that tﬁe writer'é fiﬁal éeneeption
\ of the ?1&3 raigses him a8 one ‘sbove the oelestial King an& |
‘@ueen of the east. with which idea the poem nummenaea. ?hﬁs
. &e true, anﬁ 1& 18 alae urue thet thia segond "King" is eon-f .
‘oeived of 1n e very magh more - transsendantal fashion. But this
only makog the poseibility of the origin of this Hymn 1n Catholio |
'thought, more remote chan ever.,sinae from the first there wes
‘ no sueh aonﬂaption in Christ1anity 88 th&t ef intermediate
.dietiee. ner conld the Christian mind soneaive of ) deity in
1the intimata intercouree with = female deity.
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Again. the doctrine of & pre-natal preparation '
for the soul'a life on earth e¢en find no narallel in the
‘Haw meatament writinge.

Qhere is aertainly a suggestion of Catholic dnstrine
1n the 1&9& of tha soul's foraakinp ite heavenly glory to .‘
oome to earth to aaek the pearl. For the Ohristian theologians
and ﬂew Testament writers. aspesially Paul, sreak af the work;
of Christ 1n exaotly this way. Ha did possess heavanly glory:.

and left 1t to becoma sinful man. "that He might oversome ein

in the flesh. The resamblanae is however. nothing mote than;

a reaomblanse. For Christian theologiana di& not conceive o

of C rist a8 & soul begotten in oeleetial reasona and aent to
earth to combst moral evil that He might. prova Bimself worthy
to wear #is glory. But &aooraing to John "In. the baginning |
wes the wora end the word was with Gad ana the woréd was God -
and . he aame. not ta prove his right to glory, but primarily
: “to ‘8eek and -to save that whiah wae lost " '
- There 13, moreaver, a8 podntea out previoaaly. 8.
| vfundamental dualiam 1n tbe eonceptiona of the wriber of" tﬁa S
nymngi mhera nevar was any snch,thing in the aonaaptiona of
Gathclia chrietianity.v~
The dooctrine af the reaognition and fallowship of
‘believera in Iiib is” aleo -11%t1e augpeative of the oonception
found 1n the ateny of the Apostolia Church 28 related in Ants. -
| But in the Hywa, beyond sharing its gooa thinga and warning
: 1ta oompatriat ﬂﬁ% -go0ul sppeers to take little interest in
gig& It i a formal and mental companionship. It is far from
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the ides_offbrbtherhooé that forms such.a golden thread in.

the whole textnre of the New Testément.
Anether sharp oontrast to christianity 13 fonnd
1n the faot thet while christianity is undonbtedly a catholia ,
~or Univarsal religion - the religion on which this aymn 1s |
basad is far from having any suah comprehensive aapiration.,-
;It 1a for the haaven born who have on their hearta the engravad
aompact with tha fathey. and who conaequently 0&an nnderstand
his 1etter. ‘The poor Egyptians ere left in their filth
| Tha doatrina implied in the Hymn of the 1nevitability
of ain for the saul. is suggeative of Paul., But we fina that
Paul's ccnoaption was even 8 stronger one. For him hnmanity
was born in sin, with an innate bias toward it derived from.
Aéam. To the writer of the Eymn the soul starts free from.
aiﬁ; modarn christianity would almoat ac«ept the conseption,
of the Hymn rather than that of Panl - and in this theJ profesei-
' Jesua who said "Suffer the little children to some unto me-
for of such 1s the kingaam of heeven.® |
4 . The idea of tha sympathy of the heafenly parents wi th
 the soul in its trials 1s atrongly ‘suggastive of the christian -
conaeption af the 1oving Fatherhoe& cf God.vIt is exactly the
Chriatian iaea of the Personal SPirit, watoning over hig
.children with tender 1ove. But the interest of the heavenly
'werents"of the Hymn is not untversal. It is only aativa for. )
an eleot. It may be . said that thie refleats vaul's dﬂneeption
of the eleoticn and the absoluteneas of God But to this may
be answered thaﬁ tha’“Eather“ in ‘this Hymn is far from &n
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absolufo oonoeption, Hence his interest in en eleot oennot
'sﬁring from ﬁhb'samé,sonfoe ae-dia’thé-sovareign choice of
the abaalute God.
| That redemption comes through the interventian of
the highest power is 8 Chriatian dogma. But this idea wasa;p
’some degrae gsommon to all the mystio sults, so that its -
| presanse in the Bymmn is no indieation of christian 1nfluenva.
o  In Christienity redemption 18 throngh faith_in,a
personal histordosl Redeemer, Jesus the Christ. 1In this
Hymn redamption is through feith not in & Redeemer but in
‘one's own soul as aepiring to higher and betier thinge. This
faenlty of aapiration is prouaed by the letter end quiekeneﬂ
-by the fa@ulty of reminiaoenoe. There ig'mo idea of .2 personal
Savionr, or even of & Redeemer in the ﬂymn '
- The dcotrine of the robe of light can find no conn'
'“siﬁerable psrallel in. Christian literature. _
The refereﬂ e in versess in whioh the awakenlng

-“lefter is deaoribea a8 becoming a light to lighten the np-

v' ward jaurney of the goul, is slightly auggestive of paseeges‘ 
in John where Christ’ ‘is regarded@as “whe light ." Snoh
‘passagea are - "In him weg life end the 1ife was the light
of men,5ﬂ" “@his wae the ‘true liaht that lighteth every. man;f
:aoming into the worlaa" "T. am the way. the truth, and the |
li§§§ “Sugh phraeeology however muﬂt have been common 1n  .
the Syrien Bael oults end in Mﬁthraiem.' -
- e 1dea in erae 66 that the letter was "shot“

vfrom ‘the ”rgyal palaces® finﬂs 8N’ 1nterest1ng pnrallel in

" 0de 23 of the resently éisspmered Ddes end ng@mquof solomon.
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The passage where the rerallel ooours reada as followa‘

"And Kia thought Wae 11ke a letter Eia will descended from

on high, and 1t was sent like an arrow whioh is violently

8hort from the bow' ana meny hande rushed to the lettér to
',saize 1 anid to teke it and resd it and 1t esoaped their

fingera and they were affrighted at 1t and at the seal that .

wes upon 1t " A similar sonserption is found in the Apoaalypae o

in. the’ little sealeﬁ book which no one ecen open but the

triumphant lamb.*’

How the Odes. and Psalma of Solomon are adjuaged

.by Harnack ag Jewigh with Christian interpelstions. Rendel
Herris things they are Christian with Jeﬁlsh.intgrpoletipns.
Bernerd is of tha 0p1nion tha ‘heﬁ are Christisn bépﬁieméi |
'hymnap» All theae anthorities reoognize a very nntable Christian
element in them.. mow thn perallel between the Odes and the
Hymn is in this case S0 olepr that it would seem cértsinAthat
there was some concepﬁion of the gort gommon to both. ds't6~
whethﬁr the 1n£luenne wag of Christien modea of thonght~on the
y writer Qf the ﬁymn or viae-vers&, it is hard to sey. In view

| of ny own feeling wiﬁh r&gara to the date of the Hymn whieh
feeling is later in this ahapter diaelosed and 1n viem of the
faot thst Bernard to whose interpreation of the ans and ?salms
I ineline, plaaee the dzte of the’ Odea a9 sometimeéim the

first century A. ﬂ. 1 would be 1n~1inea to believe thst the.
1nf1uenae WaR ezgrcieeﬁ by the modes of thoughﬁ found in the ‘
Oﬂes on the writer of the aymn. It cannot be ﬂenie& hawever,

that the conception of the. letner e8 being "shot“fram the reyal
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| ”palaees" may heve been sonnon to both modes of thought.
The lines - |

"FOr I haﬁ done his commandments :
And he too ha& done what he had promiged."

are slightly snggaetive of the 014 restpment idea of the""
eovenant,whioh waa eaeried by Paul into the New restament

end whioh vas refe*reﬁ to by John in his Epistles and in
' a1 ght.

.ﬁ §§he suggeetion 1s. however. very

éo also the line
| | “And I wes with him in hie king&om"
suggesta Ver ebvione Ohristian modes of thonght
My ocompsarison of the Hymn with Catholio Christianity
tnen, would lead me to the conclusion that that sourase does
‘nau form the basis of the thought of 1ta writer. my reasons
for this nonolusion are, firet, the writer has no christian ,
’conoentzon of god; saaond the wrjter makes no plaseg 1n his .
“;.system for the person anﬁ sativity of christ third “his 1dea
:af fellnwship laake the Ghrietian conoeptieu af universal
'.brotharhoo& and redemption is not for ell; fourth there‘is
‘va dualiam 1nthe thought of the writer. whioh is never present -
in christianityiiand £ifth, bhere are many leseer 1deas present
in the mind of the writer sucsh as the evistenae of o female
'prineiple in the oelestial world ﬁhe 1ﬁea of ‘the nre-exiatenoa
of the soul as gtuoh, the dod trine of reminisaenca and. m&ny |
other notious, whiah are utterly abaent from Catholio christinn
tea»hing.

‘ﬁhere ate,somg-suggasﬁiqné éhichzwonld indiocete,
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perhaps, the rresence of Christian modes of thought in the
Hymn. But these, even with the parellel adduceﬂ from the

"Odes and Eaalms” are veryslight and it is herd to determine

" the relationship. Personally. I do not believe that Christian

thought exeraiseﬁ any very aonsidprable influenoe on the f-‘

- - . i s Al
-
. [

{ system or the individual from whence thias Eymn originatea,g
| 2. Tor 1s the basis of this Hymm to be found 1n |
| synoretiatic Jewish Chrietianity. For wmeny . of the reasona
whish differentiste it from Christianity will have the same
effeet in ralation to any systam of beliefs which retained
any of the prinsipal Jewish 1deals of God, |
Thers is in this Hymn no suggastion of the existenae
of any ba&y of aeremonial law. by. the observence of whish -
redemption 1a.possible,, Redemgtmon in‘thia‘ﬁymnfia'by‘khbﬁlédge
gnﬁ espiration. | | o -
There is, however one point about these Jewigh
Chriatiaa seote whiah ghould bwmn

emembere& They arranged
their divinites in a tria& in whioh WEE incluﬁad the Mbqt

. High Goa The Son of God aallea the Great King and the Holv
spirit who wag thought of ag o female. It has therefere
ooaurra& to me that sueh 8 oon~eption may have had. 1nf1uenee
in some wyy or ather on tha writer of the Hymn, esyaoially if
he adherea to a syncretistie svstem._ The Most High cod. might
be transfarred tato theﬂxing of Kinge" who wag at lest con—ﬁ
aeivea by the writer of ﬁhe Hymn to transscend the soul's |

Keavenly.Parents, The Son of God, the Great ?ing might have

been canceivea a8 the soul's f&ther. and the Holy Bpiri,;f




~fthought of as a~female;_might,have been the sonl's moﬁher.
the Quoen of the Zast. This would still lesve unscsounted
for‘the‘ﬂrcther. ”his ide&.Thowever, might have been gﬁ&ﬁédr
from the viéw whish these seots had that christ was & mere
'fm&n. who, however, hed- been frequently born and manifested
fgnd thus would be regardea ag of greater rank and exnerience
than the soul. B o

I know that the ebove thothesis is quite unli?ply.
1But vie mist atfempt to an ount for tna 1dea of the female ‘
ﬂ@gi;y, and this is a pLEE ible solution thought not 8o 1ikely
'iés éaﬁe we may"yraaent' Fevert%eless, gnostioism werking

on euoh “Oﬂ@@puiOﬂ& nght find them attraet*ve and incorporate

heae 1deaa into ita system. and it will be alreaﬂy reoognined ,

-that ‘the. gnostia Irinaiple hes been 8t work in this Hymn
‘mhia ayrotheais. moreover. aooounus for the four eeleatial

”Beinggy

8.uf | An axamination of neo- Plataniaﬁ ana & comparis

of fits dootrines with the ideas of the. Bymn. w1 '”

'that this system of Ploﬂinns snd his followers had ﬁo affeet
‘5on the writer of the aymn. Where ie nathing in the Bymn to
: corraspond to the views of the neo-Plstcnists with raferencsv
_to the suv@rsensible wovld.‘ There i8 mo ~onception of an
original essenae. nor of any other kind of &n. essenoe. The
\de&tiaa are canoeivea of &8 1n some messure parsonal In 33

neo-?latoniam the union of the soul with the terial werld

i optional. In the Hymn it is necesaary and 1nevitable. Ehe ’

' view of the world is. essentially different for in the van
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there 18 a olearly markef dualism, a dunaliem not merely
pﬁiloaaphiaali.butfﬁbich‘dcndéives thg;world a8 active
in evil, under the in*luenﬂe'of itg deity, the.serpant;.v‘
But in. neo~?1atonism the world is not so reg&rded. Tts
daalism is but pgilosﬂph* asl Auelism at the most, an& we
Lnow that Plotinus ragarﬁeﬁ the world es beautiful and as
c%c&b’@ of heing rnlea by the ﬁous. |
| The prastical nhiloaophv of neo-Platonism affords
the ﬂlosest ap‘roaeh t6 the thought of the aymm.- The neo-
Plcuonio doctrine of 931ir9t10n is sowewhat like the view
that the awakened soul aspxres to attain its former.
~ bleesedness. It ﬁeeds bat = éomént's reflécﬁionévﬁaWeveté
%o remind us that similer doctrinee are found 1n Greek
' Philosovhy from Plato down, and it has been, shown thnt the’
Christian gnosties_helﬁ‘tha,samevview.
| If these Qbsarvatigna'be éorreqt thén. we may safely
N saj that tﬁ@ njmn'does nbt ehoﬁ neo-Platbniﬁvihfluehnés; end .
"we mpy ?urther ~on11ude that 1t wes not writ%en later than
the Lime of Flatinus. and pn%sibly, very much earlier.
| Qaving tben dﬁspoqed of the Patholi~ Christian.._
Jew:sh Christien, anﬁ‘neo»flatoniﬂ passibilitias. there
‘_ﬁremainb the two. alternatives previoualy ment*onea
- | | Is the ehieg besis of tha Hymn. Gnostie Phrietiaritx?
if the first‘ﬁuestion we must ask and for this egquiry we

must turn to tae grept rrin"iples and loctrines of the se hoolsﬁ,

'of Basiliﬁee and velentinus as outlined in the preceding ohapter.!

- And here we meet with greater dif’icultiee for. we




naw diaoern some striring resemblanaas &8 well as8 some very
marked differanses. | . |

e chrietian snoegic aoneention of God is very
transoenaent. It 1880 transoendent ag to he almost identical

with the mystic neo-Flatonia idea. But in the latter there

is really no God, thera is enly an @ssenae.v The ~onception
is a perfect ahatreotion, . The &nostiua gave reality to thé
1dea by conaelvrag 0ES Ged as a Being. It will bve at anee S
seen that hare is 8 marked difference from the eoneeption of

Y
_the &1vine be" f a8 fourd 4n the Mymn,

ﬁhe Chrlsﬁ’ﬁﬂ Gnostlos also ‘held a dualism. ,B## 1tf
Was & were sntithesis bet;#an spirit and matter. Mattef'ﬁaé
;ragardea &s having no reaiwexisten ce, and the worlﬁ of evil |
- wes not vicwed as &n astive ovil yrinoiple. The dualism ot
the dymm is’ quite aifferent. The world is g m&nifestatian
'o* sn ag tive evil splrit with whioh tbe gooa aoul must baﬁtle
ﬁfor the paarl.. |
EA But ‘the Ghrﬂstian bnostic view thet the Coemos
iJ 1s g mixture of matter with d*vine Sparks and thet tha bwst
’ ?thing in the world s aspiration, finds at least a pprtial
 para11e1 in ‘the aymn wh‘sh .80 regards some souls.

l

. The' snostia view the t the deliverance of the soul
Twas by the spirit of Christf%hrcuyh know]edge asseticism.‘
Aand holy ﬁonseﬂration. aiss su gests the letter, the atvuggle,
and the viotory of the soul as portrayed 1n the. Hymn But in
the Hymn the struggle. if.1 rightly interpret it, it with an-

aotive evil prinaiple in ths &orla-- not 1n‘9neaalf,,as,13 the

real oase-invChvistian,Gnostiaisﬁa ‘Por -esoeticism presupposes




'-vevil principle w;thin which munt be besiege& and literslly
beatan 1nto surrender.,. The Hymn views the soul as eseentislly
‘ aound. &nd uoing strong end valiaut vattle m*th &an objective
evil prinaiplé.

“ | The Christisn Gnostics f“atly‘deniea’éﬁy notion of |
‘ ,the pre—Eflstance Qf Christ. They heve, tnen. little plaﬂe
1n thbir avstem for the }re-evlstenae of the soul Yat_this
doctr;ne ig &1ven prominence in the Hymn

o The Cnostics 4id not cono eive reuemntion as untversal

“They dlvidea nankind into rneumati 3y psyshiv, end hylic. ?his
K idea &p“eurL in the Hymn where evw&ently reaemrtion is not Por
311:_ The lette~ is kept from the Babylonisns and dgypaians.
iThe Parallel is u%mn qu1ve trikins. ind  indeed it may be
more ao 1f we Are rermitted qo 1nterprat the Hymn &8 demonstrat-
'ing the three &noetio divisions of mankind. It has ocaurred
;to me Lhat thls 1s pcrh&ps done in the Eymn 88 follcws-
AA,The aaul renremaaeb the pnuumatwc.’ The eompanig@aﬂhpme«héésbul
.mat on eawuh rapresentg tne4isyeh1c. It will be remsmbered thet
'the Seul shares hia rlahas with ‘his companion. This may Bymbolize

the 1mp&rting of gno&is to the psyuhia by the pifT The

"'Egyptiana represemt bhehy’io. This w>valleiism is perhaps

raether fanaiful. 3t111, the: nymn oertainly gives some greund

'for sueh a view, and I am more th&n half ﬂonvinﬂed that there

is some truth in 1t ‘The prinaiple of~tbe.limitatiﬂn of~redempttbﬁ
‘at lesst, 1s olsarly diaeernib;arin%Gnostiaism and in,ﬁgﬂ-Hymn;

| Frem theae-remarka‘it will appear evidentiéhéi; if my -

Ju&gments be sorrect, the prinoiéié.basia of the system from

whish ﬁﬁ&n&tad'thé "ﬁgmn_of4thggScul“;was notlﬁnaéﬁia Ghristianﬁwyf




|
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- of this Hymm.
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For despite the fact that the oontect is olose’
on two or three pdints there i8 & very merked divergense in
the most essentlsl and important pointa.‘such &8 the con-
eeption of the deity, duelism, and §re-extstencév~'all car-.
dinal dostrines of the Hymm. | |

| Prof. Bevan in his notes suggests'tﬁat the Hymn
wey have. some from Bardssnnes (a. D§154-2223 and gives as

his reasons that Bardesanes held the three views given

‘herewith, which he suggests sre somewhat gimiler to the
- views of the Hymn.

'1.  He denied the resurrection and regurded the sepsar-

ation of the soul from the body as 2 blessing.

2. He neld the theory of a divine "lother” who in

nonjnnetion with th@ "Pather of Life" gave birth to a being - *

N

dzlled the "Son of tne Livang %
3 - He helieved in =& number_of lesser "gods," that 1s

~to say, eternal beings subordinate to the supreme God,

At first sight these eppesr to suggest the Hymn
very strongly. Let us, however, examine‘them and T think’
we will oonclude, in view slso of what has already been

sald thm’ 5ardesanes nad little to do with the inspiration

+
-

- Mrst of all, then, the faot thet the writer
deniad the resurreation proves &bso]utely nothing The'
gnostics all dan;ed the resurrestion of the body. There
were thousande ®Ho hed never heard of it. Why then should
not the Hymn eqﬁélly engnste from any of these as wellias

from Bardesanes, on this ground?. WNot only so, but the




.

rrincipsl interest of the writer is not oentred in the resurr-
estion, It is oentred in ppining the mearl and returning
- with i t0 the selestisl kingdom. He kisks off his body as
a man -ioks off oléd oloths - without muah thonght sboit them,
They will stay where they fall with the Lgynti&ns,‘wha will
remain there alac hody and goul - if they have one. Unless
-tha vritar is writing & subtle polemic Gpainpt ﬂhrisb1an1uy
ve nay not ﬂonqtrue theep v0rds Phovt "tha rags™" as of
sueh importense. &rd the Hymn is su*ely no+ a palemla bnt
& devoticnal utt eranco whi“h might be utterei by & man whe
never naard of Chrisfiavitv or the "esurrection - which
in faet 48 more than likely
. With regard to the second point, that of "fhe
’:  Divine Methcr,” the sug&astion is,“ertainlv most intecesting.
:If hawever my imterpretation of the Hymn previously given
‘Qfln whleh I Bee four prlnainal deities in the writer's thought

‘1u not mavt nrievously ast"ay, thev Bardesanes' view ig not

" adequpte here, for sa-far 28 we know. he nekes no nroviséon

for suah & noe«ibility.

'4_ In anawer t0 the rhirﬁ noint  that Baraesanes
believed in e number of lemser Beingse subar&inate to the

Suﬂrem@ Gaﬁ we miaht quvrest thet . Jewiak angelolosy, Greek

¢ end Reman mybhelogy. neo PlatOnism, ena tnostioism have all_

'similar sonaeptions. ﬁhy tnen_ehocsg‘ﬁardesanes~cut of euch_an

im@osing array?

To repeat theﬁiﬁI am o? the onin1on thgt net

Bsrdesanes nor any other Phristian Gncsti~ (if euch he was#

e
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-nor anyone whose mind wae aominataa by the eonoeptiona of
Chr:stian Gnhostie sshools, wus the writer ot the byriae

' "Hymn of the Soul,” 1Its essential b381a, to whieh.all ~
other elements were added, was not Ghristian &noaﬁieism.

Ve have now exhausted all our sources of somparison

save the Orientaly iystery 3ults. &nd must ask, 18 the esaential }?

‘basis of the Hymn t0 be found in synaretzstis Oriental Gvnoatic~"‘
ism and if so. whet p@rticulsr sult is at the hottom,o: thev,
system whish oolored the writer's mind? B

It needs but a glight examination of the oult of
Attis and Cybele to coavinse us thet it is not at the basa
of the thought of our Hymn. Its mysteries were £00 nruda;
even when refined by itg well known aynnretism. It poasessed (
ne sush ides as the strongly marked duslism which we see in-

'the»Hymg. And its eeshatglogy was far more rudimantary:yhan

K ;fhé;'ef_the Hymn. ,Laterig‘ﬁts history it may~ﬁa¢a’aéquirea

'sﬁéﬁ'fébﬁ‘%a to alosely resemble the system of ideaéﬁwhich

-eolcre the mlnd of our wriger. But we mey with, ebets

oast 1t asiae s8 heving no. reel refleotian 1n the thought
'ofinhe;"ﬁymnvof the Soul.m . -

. Nor gan the pelitigo-synerétistié ault of Ptolemy
Soter be 8aid 10 heve left its impress on the writer's mind,
'Thé'védAsn@ gOdﬁées of ve"etatibn andvthe ﬂnierwarld‘ie .

very different eonaenfion from uhat tha "King of Kinga“. and

"ouaen of the Bast" who dwell in & aelesﬁial kingﬁom of llght
The only noﬁahle-pdrallelrbetween}this ault and the Hymn may
he_feund.&n Line 59 where we are told how the soul cherms the

sérpent by an inoantation. Incantations were highly thought
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of by the devotees of the oult of Isis and Serapis, end 1t
wae oonsidered that 1£jtheyfwere'prcperly used'tha gods ‘

oould not rébfft them. But in the Hymm the incentation

19 used not to gain admission to heaven but to defeat the
‘serpent. This enlt'e oonception of imm&rtality wag ' alsa
;more ruﬂimentary than ﬁs the ldes of the writer of the Hymn.

In faot the priests of Isis and Serspis never: formalated

o any aomplete system of teaehing go thst they can hsraly be

;said t0 have 1nf1uenoed our writer. .

| _ In comparing our Hymn with the Syrian aulte we |
are oompellaﬁ to admit that the poss bilities are greaﬁerbi'
of some aonnection betwesn the two. The syﬁién Bsals wéré

qaéh aiways'aoédmpanied by & Baal nd were genérally

thoﬁéht of in & more anthropomorphis, intimete and personal |
way. The osonseption of the Brother might aaaily £ind its |
~wey. into a Syrien Baal Cult from & re-interpretation af '

’rthe Jew;ah idea of the "Son of god, " end the apperent progress-
ién of dgitiés. aéfhetedfin cur Hymn, may be due to gnostio
1hf1uengag; then too, the Syrisn culsa‘wepe distinguished
1,by an anxiety for holinessg whinh 88 ﬁa saw &as‘base& on tabu.
The ﬂaetrine of aapiration founa in the Hymn cannot however. a
proceea from this. sinoe it 19 eviaently beged on the idea of
reminisen@se. which is s aonoeption of another order.

The Syrisn esohetology ig worthy of our careful
attention for s moment. %efknow<that they are due to chaldaén
1nilgengas. and to my nind they efford tﬁe'beat explanﬁtidn -
quthe-aschatqlggy of the Hymn. 'mhe gtars are gods, géeatef

aﬁﬂ.IESSer,;male and female. The spul_haa'deseenaed'fromm
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earth and by naasing through the spheres of the seven
planets hed eoquired the peouliar virtue of eaoh. These con-
ceytkona auggest the heavenly oourt end the bundle of weanth
| 3iven to the eoul before ite departure. After &eath the soul
paseed thraugh the same proeess on the return Journey divest-
1ng itaelf es. it rose of its passions and qualitiee. In the
| Hymn the souls presentat*nn before the highast king is not
: aceomplishaﬂ until he has baen met, by the two treasurers
the robe. the Heavenly tried and the King of Kings - seven
'1n all. Cen these represent the eeven planets of chelaean
astrology? Ag&in. only the souls of initiatee could safely
vpass through this prooession and they were led by a
psyohopompus. Could the letter symbolize thia guide. ;@6 |
’know that it went before the soul 28 & light to guide his

pathway 0 the celeetial regions. The Syrisn henotheism aonceivea

of one bod s "MNost High" thoupbf surrounded by other lesser

'deities.‘ This 1ooka like the situation we find in the

k| | 3
n
g
:

i

Hymn ,At all eventa, the whole eelestial geene finds 8
aloser narallel in the ahaldean eschatology of the %yrian
cults than we have yet been able to find for it.

Ve now come . to the oult of Mithra, end it is of
prime importance that we should -remenber that the Cheldesn
theology whichﬁhad superimzosed itself on the Baal oults
 had 8lso 5on$ 80 on the cult of Mithre, If therefore the
,scene of the Hymn egrees rather slosely with the ideas of the
Baal oults we msy say thet it sorresponds. mith equal olose-

A_nese to the ocult of Mithra. It may be thought that the faot |

that Mithra hes no Queen militates ageinst the parallel It

v A oad i s b A i S AN L i en sy S e en Eay .. N




-86-

will be remembered however, thet the nlbiﬁétef'xing of Rings"
4n the Hymmn has no' Queen either. “The eult of Mithra then, .

haé speculatiana or idens about the deitiea very similar to

’the iaeaa of this Hymn for. whet oen represent the multitude

of 1esser "King ana Frinoes of Parthia" 80 well as th1s
siﬂareal theory. B '

- Bot only is the psrallal alose in thia reapeat

*but in the reference to the Parthiasns there is some a&diticu~'
&l ground for the likelihood of thia hypmthesia. Tt will be |
'remembera& that the cult of Mithra oriwinated in '

Mazdaiam apd that throughout Phrygis meny “of the 1anded

.elaasaa were,ﬁersian. What more natural then theat they

shoﬁl& remember with’rride the ancient éast. now 86 well

~representea by the 3onquering Parthians?

Again. the éualiam of the Hymn. which is 2 fund«

‘aménea1 element of 1t, mekes me almost sertain of the in-

”flnanae of NMithraiem on the writer of the Hymn. Por the

Hymn makea the evil principle personal in the serpent This

is presiaely %ithraitia dualism r&ther than philssonhia duelism, -

Tha world is rules by un active evil prinziple and the

_ Egyptiana ere animateﬁ by ite spirit. Like ths sarpent

they beguile and play falsely.
8o th@ duty of tha soul is to fight the serpent.
Mithra was the god of battles. The ethiz of the Mithraitie

 system was that men should battle with evil bedause it was

evil. Thie a little transaénds the ides of the Hymn which

mekes the motive of the struggle selfish,  This, however, mey

be due to the mind of thewauthoru‘ The faot rémains that there
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gimnat he thia &ruggle. | The soul oannot ascape it, and ‘
ffmust got the pearl in order to win. happineas._whia 18 1ts
- cria} “The soul.is the "ective in deeds.” In this conneotion»-_
 it may ba well to note that the soul. after. &eath waa tried
:ibefore Mithra as: to(whether goo& or avil had praponaerated |

| ?,m nis 11'1’0. |

 0£ believara would aﬁ the ena of the rorld be raised by Mithra
‘ﬁto the realme of 1ight.‘ This 1s contrary to the viéw
\-fﬂymn.x It however. may Hava bsen 8 lata davelopment ”g;
| 7mitﬁraism, or it may have been a beliet whiah the gneséicism

 of”}he wriher sausea him o vejeet.

'vfin he syetam of Mithra aa the star of the believer which

“;beoamea his eelestial body -»and the toga may rapreaents'he .

W;&re_Wilé suggesbiona.. But

,..Qconcerﬁing thia Hymn.vz

'was written before the unian of Cathalie Apoatclia churohee

”had gainad sufficient haa&way ta commend 1tself or ite syetem

f,‘;aw;

-

The %ithraitea hf7ievea moreover that ﬁha ba&ies

Regarﬂing the robe of light 1% may finﬁ & plaﬂa

that the etar 1s aarkened at tha appreash Qf ﬁay. These

;“111 thay are euggestians. -
'7; It will now be fitﬁing to olose this rather '

an ’tedioua paper with 8 coneise statemenﬁ of what I,ﬁﬁliévé

?iret of all then. I believe thaﬁ it waa written

abaut one hunérea and seventy five yeare after the beginning

of eur gra‘ Ear it aees nat-ahow traaea of bhe l&ter develey-
menta of &ithraism ana 3neaks of the ?arthians as though they ‘
were in the hey—day of their glory And at the same. time it



to any notable extant, to thﬁ synoretistio mind of the writer
of’ the aymn‘
Einally. I helieve that the. thirtean prinoipal ,

1deaa ef ‘the ﬁymn stated in Chapter 111 may be said to ﬁhow o

| the preaenea of different elements ag shown 1n the table R
below. ‘
‘1.*Gnoatia' Jawiah Christian or Nithraitia. o |
3. Mithre “'qﬁwith-perhagawa.slight alemsnt of Christianity.
4. §1thr . . S ‘ T,

- 1.;anoati and. Mithraitia. -
;gehriat ‘ngor J&wish. probably chriatian.

'10 Gnoatia. o ’ '
llenoetia and. Mithraitia (Appeal to coneaience.?
ldsio mithraism.

; vmprograss to the throne ef ¥ithra,

_ Erom the abave table: 1t will. ba a@parant that
 &099rd1ng to my estimste the "Hymn of the Soul" fs the work
}of a &nestis who had eaapted the religion af Mithra. bue

'._who amendea his svstem by & Tegourse to eynoretism and the
»aamissian of varions alementa and moaea of thought, some of
~whiah are christian, Iffurther beliave that the writer knew

.ef bhristianity and aQOpfad some of its- languags and phrase-

olagy, ‘but that his mind wag not 1n£1nenaed by it to eny grest
axtent. ) | | |

Aooarding to my. bpinion theh the Hymn of the soul.

19 perhaps & Hymn thet was uaed in. tha eslebration of the

mysteries of Mithra: in the last half of the aeconﬁ oentury

- of ‘our kre. And if 1% is so its peculiar ‘besuty anﬁ attract

iveness. will help- explain to us, how. this the last ereei of




Oriental pegeniom was able for so long to do battle with
Him who in bitterest oonfliot with evil has proved Himself
‘the "King of Kings* 4ndeed, and the Son of God wiﬁh Power,




