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George Manuel 

Attacks Artificiallity 
Speaking at the annual meeting 

of the B.C . Association of Non-
Status Indians , George ·Manuel, 
President of the National Indian 
Brotherhood, lashed out at the white 
society which has divided the Indian 
race. 

by the white man . . reservations, 
U .S. border, and legalities which 
divide Indian people are all artifi -
cially made by white people ." 

"Many of these people (non-sta-
tus Indians) are our relations. We 
are divided by a faction of the law 

He said, "The Indian Act was that Indians had no say in , had no 
made by a white government and representation in." Mr. Manuel 
the Indian people had no say in it. asserted he was speaking from ex-
It did not take into consideration perience as he worked with both the 
the Indian people, only the white Indian Association of Alberta and 
society and the values of that the Metis Association of Alberta 
society." Mr. Manuel was referring before becom ing a national Indian 
to those sections of the Indian Act  leader as President of the National 
which have caused the birth of a Indian Brotherhood. 
new nation in Canada, namely the 
.metis and non-status Indians. He 
stated further that "the white man 
made the Indian reservations and 
metis colonies ." 

(see page 3) George Manuel, President of the National Indian Brotherhood 

INDIANS BRIEF 
Native Commissioner 

"All boundaries dividing the na-
tive people of this country were made 

Appointed 

Mr. Currie is fluent in the Ojibwa 
language, has worked with numerous 
.Indian organizations and is past 
President of the Indian-Eskimo 
Association of Canada. For many 
years he was an adviser on Indian 
Affairs to the Ontario Department 
of Education. He is a former school 
teacher and principal of Danesbury 
Public School in North York . Mr. 
Currie's broad experience in educa-
tion will be particularly valuable to 
the Commission in developing a 
strong human rights program in edu-
cational institutions. 

TO JUSTICE MINISTER 

. George Munroe

Manitoba-Unicity . 
The election of George Munroe, 

a Saultaux Metis to a council seat 
on Unicity, the new body governing 
Greater Winnipeg, should be signi-
ficant to native people in Canada, 
as well as Canadians in general. 
To many white people Indians are 
still identified by their beads and 
feathers. Not George Munroe, and 
not the ayerage with it Indian across 
the country. An interview with 
George M unroe is re freshing, and 
he giv.es you the impression that 
there's a lot to be expected from 
him . 

Born at Camperville, a small Me-
tis community about 200 miles out 
of Winnipeg, he was educated at 

Alexander Parish School. 
was dedicated to training 

for the priesthood, but 
decided to opt out of the 
to join the navy. 

(see page 3) 

Ontario Labour Minister Gordon 
Carton, Q.C. announced in Decem-
ber that Walter Currie, Director of 
the Indian-Eskimo Studies program 
at Trent University, Peterborough, 
has been appointed a Commissioner 
of the Ontario Human Rights Com-
mission . 

MINORITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
"The troubles and frustrations and the aspirations of the native people 

of Canada are so essentially the same struggles, the same aspirations and the 
same problems that touch the people of my country," Mr. ·Ram Sampat-
Mehta, L.L.M ., told B.C.'s 188 chiefs at the annual meeting of the union of 
B.C. Indian chiefs in mid-November in Victoria. B.C. 

"Like Canada, when the white man first came to India in the 1500' s, 
the people of India, like the Indians of Canada, in gesture of goodwill and 
friendship extended their arms to the foreigners.'' Mr. Mehta was recently 
hired by the National Indian Brotherhood as an expert on International 
law to work with the National committee on Indian Rights and Treaties. 

UNSUCCESSFUL 
Indian leaders met in ·Ottawa re-

cently to discuss drawing up a brief 
to present to the Minister of Justice, 
the Honorable John Turner, and to 
the Solicitor-General of Canada, 
Mr. Goyer. Following is an outline 
of why the Indian leaders found it 
mandatory to bring their cause to 
the attention of the highest m au-
thority in regards to justice. 

" It is the universally held belief 
of the native people of Canada that 
racial discrimination against them 
exists at all levels in terms of police 
courts, correctional and after-care 
services and that as a result they can 
not expect fair treatment at any 
stage in the procedure from arrest 
to release.'' Indian people make up 
a mere 2% of the Canadian popula-
tion, yet the are 60% of inmates 
in penal institutions in  thiscountry.
T Indian and Metis leaders are 

to ask themselves, why? 
He further asserted that, "At that time our people did not fully realize . . .. 

that behind that smile lay the clenched-fist of an iron arm only ready to gr One reason,· they allegein an 
and to take our lands, to take our possessions, to take our wealth, to take emerg~~y meeting in Ottawa;: is 

.' . .. 
. .. 

. ' 



Page Two THE INDIAN NEWS 1972 

PROJETS D'ASS.OCIAJ.ION FEMININE 
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La deleguee de Ia C.B., Mme. E. Paulparle ici des problemes que les "Home­
makers" de cette province ant d resoudre. 

Le Comite de direction forme de 
representantes indiennes de chaque 
province s'est n!uni a Ottawa en vue 
de preparer la reunion pleniere du 
printemps, au cours de laquelle 
sera creee Association nationale 
des femmes autochtones du Canada. 
La conference de fondation aura 
lieu a Saskatoon du 24 au 26 mars. 
Y seront invitees des deleguees de 
chaque province, des T erritoires et 
des Etats-Unis, parmi lesquelles 
f~gureront des Metisses et des 
femmes autochtones n'ayant pas 
le statut d'lndien, de meme que les 
lndiennes inscrites et celles qui sont 
soumises aux traites. Les discussions 
porteront sur !'education, la culture, 
la sante et le bien-etre. 

Lors d'une rencontre speciale avec 
!'honorable Jean Chretien, sur la 
colline du Parlement, ce dernier a 
fait remarquer, en riant : "Je vou­
drais etre present a votre reunion 
annuelle de Saskatoon, et si vous 
me demandez de prendre la parole, 
peut-etre_ ~erez-vous plus faciles a 
convaincre que vos epoux ." Ce com­
mentaire a ete tres bien re~u des 
delegu6es . Le Ministre a ajoute que 
le gouvernement federal allait inter­
jeter appel devant la Cour supreme 
du Canada relativement a !' affaire 
Jeanette Lavall . 11 a declare: "Si 
la Loi sur les lndiens est rendue 
inoperante en raison du bill canadien 
des droits de l'homme, je devrai 

-me rendre a la Chambre des com­
munes et faire un.e n.ouvelle loi .. . 
mais il- faudra que cette loi precise: 
"nonobstant le bill canadien des 
droits de l'homme". Au suj et des 
consequences-juridiques de !'affaire, 

M . Chretien a declare que l'an der­
nier, 5,000 lndiennes ont epouse 
des non- Indiens, alors que 2,500 
lndiens avaient contracte mariage 
avec des non- Indiennes. 

La deleguee de Ia Colombie-Bri­
tannique, Mme Evelyn Paul, a de­
mande au Ministre pourquoi il etait 
si difficle d'obtenir des fonds de son 
Ministere pour mettre sur pied les 

-programmes relatifs aux femmes 
autochtones . Celui -ci a repondu 
que, jusqu'a maintenant, "nous 
avons surtout porte notre attention 
sur les franternites provinciales . 
Qu'adviendrait -il si vous vous adres­
siez a l'organisme provincial? Ob­
tiendriez-vous des subventions?" 
Le Ministre a ajoute que "trop d'ln ­
diens comptent sur une aide exteri­
eure. lls attendent que nous leu r 
aidions davantage. Il y a pourtant 
des Indiens qui font quelque chose, 
mais leurs efforts ne re~oivent au­
cune publicite. Je connais de reserves 
ou les lndiens utilisent !'argent dis­
ponible pour const ruire des tres 
belles maisons a l'aide de materiaux 
trouves sur place". 

Parlant du desir des femmes au­
tochtones de fonder un organisme, 
Mme Jean Goodwill , presidente 
du comite de direction pour la for­
mation d'une association nationale 
de femmes autochtones, a declare: 
" 11 y a, dans ce pays, de nombreuses 

- femmes autochtones intelligentes 
et laborieuses et il est grand temps 
qu'elles obtiennent quelques pou­
voirs" . 

Les representants du Secretariat 

I THii)• nutonnems 
Editor :....:... THERESA NAHANEE 

Editorial Assistant - DAVID MARACL:E 
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d'Etat ont adresse Ia parole aux 
dames presentes au sujet des fonds 
disponibles. lis ont declare que 
$150,000 avaient ete accordes aux 
associations de femmes autochtones. 
Si les filles et les femmes autoch­
tones ont rec;u cette modeste somme, 
c'est que 6 millions de dollars avaient 
ete reserves a d'autres organismes . 
Grace aux programmes de participa­
tion des citoyens, de tels montants 
sont disponibles a "tout groupe de 
citoyens qui souhaitent s'organiser 
pour etudier un certain besoin ou 
tacher d'y satisfaire." Le programme 
a pour objectif de permettre aux Ca­
nadiens desavantages de s'unir afin 
de resoudre leurs difficultes." L'ora­
teur a ajoute: "Les personnes a 
l'aise sont bien organisees et savent 
ou trouver des ressources; elles sont 
en mesure de faire pression sur le 
gouvernement. Pourtant, 25% des 
Canadiens sont desavantages, man­
quent d'organisation et n'ont aucune 
influence sur les decisions gouverne­
mentales . C 'est cette partie de la 

NOMME DE LA COMMISSION 

DES DROITS 

DE L'HOMME 

Le ministre du Travail de !'Onta­
rio, !'honorable Gordon Carton, 
C .R ., a declare, au mois de decem­
bre, que M . Walter Currie, directeur 
du programme d'etudes indiennes 
et esquimaudes de l'universite Trent, 
a Peterborough, venait d'etre 
nomme membre de la Commission 
ontarienne des droits de l'homme. 

M. Currie, qui parte couramment 
la langue objibway, a travaille avec 
le nom breuses associations indien­
nes; il a deja ete president de l' Asso­
ciation des Indiens et des Esqui ­
maux du Canada . ll fut, pendant 
de nombreuses annees, le conseiller 
du ministere ontarien de 1' Education 
en matiere d' affaires indiennes. 
Ancien instituteur et directeur du 
Danesbury Public School, a North 
York , M . .Currie possede une vaste 

so.ciete que nous souhaitons aider 
en lui donnant les moyens de par­
ticiper a la prise de decisions. Une 
fois organisees, ces personnes pour­
root trouver des fonds ailleurs; nous 
ne ferons que leur donner !'impul­
sion initiale." 

On a cependant fait remarquer 
que les femmes autochtones ayant 
le statut d'Indien ne peuvent rece­
voir d'argent qu'a condition d'orga­
niser, soit a l'echelle nationale, soit 
a l'echelle provinciale, une reunion 
qui groupera des femmes autoch­
tones ayant ou non le statut d'In­
dien. Une recontre groupant ex­
clusivement des Indiens interesse, 
en principe, le rninistre des Affaires 
indiennes. La conference de fonda­
tion comprendra des Metisses et des 
femmes autochtones n'ayant pas le 
statut, car on espere que les nou­
velles associations nationales de 
femmes autochtones compteront 
des representantes de toutes les 
femmes autochtones du Canada . 

experience dans le domaine de !'edu­
cation; de ce fait, il est en mesure 
d'offrir de precieux services a t'a 
Comm ission lorsqu'il s' agira d' ins­
taurer un programme de droits de 
l'homme dans les institutions d'edu­
cation . 
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istorical Notes 
The same course of procedure was followed as at Osnaburg. The Indians 

were requested to select representatives to whom the business of the commis-
sion might be explained, and on the morning of the 19th the commissioners 
met a number of representative Indians in the Hudson's Bay Company's 
house. Here the commissioners had the benefit of the assistance of Rev. 
Father F. X. Fafard, ofthe Roman Catholic Mission at Albany, whose thor-
ough knowledge of the Cree and Ojibeway tongues was of great assistance 
during the discussion. 

A more general conversation in explanation of the terms of the treaty 
followed than had occurred at Osnaburg. Moonias, one of the most influen-
cial chiefs, asked a number of questions. He said that ever since he was able 
to earn anything, and that was from the time he was very young, he had never 
been given something for nothing; that he always had to pay for everything 
that he got, even if it was only a paper of pins. "Now," he said "you gentle-
men come to us from the King offering to give us benefits for which we can 
make no return. ·How is this?" Father Fafard thereupon explained to him the 
nature of the treaty, and that by it the Indians were giving their faith and 
allegiance to the King, ·and for giving up their title to a large area of land of 
which they could make no use, they received benefits that served to balance 
anything that they were giving. 

"Yesno," who received his name from his imperfect knowledge of the 
English language, which ·consisted altogether in the use of the words "yes" 
and "no," made an excited speech, in which he told the Indians that they 

-PROTEST AGAINST LAVAL RULING 

Patrick Decontie from Mani-
waki reserve was part of a .delegation 
that came to theDepartment of In-
dian Affairs here in Ottawa to pro-
test formally to the Minister . of In-
dian Affairs over the ruling in the 
Jeanette Corbiere-Laval case. These 
are .his views. 

"It ishard to be a true traditional 

MANUEL ... 
Manuel went on to say, "86 years 

ago today, Louis Riel was hanged in 
Regina for the very thing I'm talk -
ing about . . . that you are fighting 
for . . . for independence." He also 
said Indian people- both status and 
non-status -would not have gained 
any independence until they had 
political representation in the 
government of Canada. 

George· asserted that "Indian 
people have human rights . .. the 
right to live and to equal opportunity 
in a so-ciety that calls its institutions, 
democracy ." But it seems "demo-
cracy is designed for white society. 
We have become strangers in our 
own land ." 

"The Metis and registered Indians 
have suffered from depression and . 
deprivation and this is the situation 
we are in right now. We are fighting 
for Education." He mentioned the 
high-drop out rate as evidence of 
that need among Indian people 
nationally _ 

Indian- these days," he said, "be-
cause the oppressor made it very dif-
ficult for us to live like our ances-
tors by constantly wiping out our 
rights, our culture. The only way to 
remain Indian is to always remember 
that we are Indian and maintain and 
speak our language. We owe this 

_not only to ourselves, but to our 
people. Whether we wish it or not, 

"As a minority in Canada, our 
struggle isvery hard. All we want is 
a comfortable life in our own coun-
try ." In Canada, .he noted that In-
dians have an unemployment Tate 
of80% nationally and 65% in B.C. 
"The government doesn't seem to 
be concerned about our people," 
Manuel said . "If 7% of the Canadian 
population is unemployed, it is a 
national crisis. But the fact that 60-
80% of the Indian people are un -
employed, doesn't constitute a crisis 
to the government. Why?? 

"When the Prime Minister refuses 
to recognize aboriginal rights, he is 
denying justice to the Indian and 
metis people of Canada." 

"We are a minority in a country 
which is ours. We have no represen-

. tation in government." 

"You have the right to vote, but 
unless you have a metis in the House 
of Commons, you have no represen-
tation . . . unless you believe in the 
white people you vote for," Manuel 
told the delegates who gave him a 

. standing ovation. 

were to receive cattle and implements, seed-grain and tools. Yesno had evi-
dently travelled, and had gathered an erroneous and exaggerated idea of what 
the government was doing for other Indians in other parts of the country, 
but, as the undersigned wished to guard carefully against any misconception 
or against making any promises which were not written in the treaty itself, 
it was explained that none of these issues were to be made, as the band could 
not hope to depend on agriculture as a means of subsistance; that hunting and 
fishing, in which occupations they were not to be interfered with, should for 
very many years prove lucrative sources of revenue. The Indians were in-
formed that by signing the treaty they pledged themselves not to interfere 
with white men who might come into the country surveying, prospecting, 
hunting, or in any other occupations; that they must respect the laws of the 
land in every particular, and that their reserves were set apart for them in 
order that they might have a tract in which they could not be molested, and 
where no white man would have any claims without the consent of their tribe 
and of the government . 

After this very full discussion , the treaty was signed, and paymen.t was 
commenced. The payment was finished on the next day, and the Indian feast 
took place, at which the chiefs elected were Katchange, Yesno, Joe Goodwin, 
Ben}. Ooskinegisk, and George Quisees. The newly elected chiefs made short 
speeches, expressing their gladness at the conclusion of the treaty and their 
determination to be true to its terms and stipulations. 

Taken from a letter to the Supt. General of Indian Affairs by his Treaty 
Commissioners concerning the ·signing of the JAMES BAY TREATY 

· (Treaty No. 9) November 6, 1905. 

everything we possess physically or 
mentally, has been passed on to us 
from previous Indian generations 
and is held in trust by us for those 

of our nation a-nd- race, who are yet 
to come after us. We should seek 
not, what we can get out of our 
people. We should seek what we 
can do for and with our people. 

It is our responsibility to . protect 
our rights, ourculture, our tradition 
and our language. We should reject 
from our minds, Indians that are 
contrary to our Indian heritage . 

We should . also consider our an-
cestry when selecting a mate . We 
are ruining our offspring, contami-
nating our race with other races 
through inter-relations that produce 

MUNROE 
(continued from page 1) 

He claims he got cultural shock, 
which isolated people suffer when 
they meet civilization, during his 
navy stint. It took him to foreign 
countries and cultures, and when he 
came back to Canada and got his 
bearings again, he was better equip-
ped to cope with the Manitoba mo-
saic. 

In 1969 he left his work teaching 
an integration course at Ninette, 
a sanitarium community in south-
western Manitoba, to come to Win-
nipeg and take up his present posi-
tion as executive-director of the 
Indian and Metis Friendship Centre. 

Mr. Munroe claims he is not a 

half-breeds, who are never fully ac-
cepted on either side." 

Our race must survive if we are to 
save our nation. Heirs are inheri-
tance, a donation from our ances-
tors; they are part of a chain which 
we should not break. It is in that sur-
vival that we attain immortality. 
We should also try toimprove, to 
pass on, our Indian heritage from 
that which we received, instead of 
contaminating our race and exchang-
ing our rights and heritage for the 
sake of ·luxury after being exploit-
ed for five hundred years ." 

We should try to remember to re-
tain our .heritage, and maintain our 

. language and our culture and our 
tradition." 

polititian looking for personal ambi-
tion, but ran for Unicity out of the 
necessity to give leadership to the 
Indian and Metis people in Winni-
peg. "I know that most of them 
think like I did - "what's the use? 
White people don't let us get any-
where", he said. "But Manitoba 
has changed as a Province, and 
many white people are beginning to 
like and respect us as Indians. I 
wanted to show my people that they 
could get involved in the affairs of 
their city." 

Did he expect to win a seat qn 
Unicity? No, is his answer. Mr. 
Munroe claims he was most sur-
prised of all when the votes were 
counted. 

George Munroe is an Indian in 
philosophy and he makes this point 

( continuedpage 4) 
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Mr. Ram Sampat-Mehta seen here with Mitchell Sharp, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of External Affairs. 

HUMAN RIGHTS
(continued from page I) 

honour and to even take our pride away from us. So that the same principle 
which is sustaining today in Canada to the Indian people here was the same 
principle that applied to my people in India." 

"Needless to say, the disparity in population was quite different. We have 
had hundreds of millions of people in India and you ·have not got so many 
numerically . But, numerical numbers are not really important. It is the prin -
ciple, it is the same manner of approach, it was the samesystem that is 
adopted by the white man who arrived in both our countries and applied their 
system which is so true to both our situations." 

"Another aspect of this was again , like in Canada, missionaries and their 
churches, play a most important role in the conversion or attempted con-
version of our people. They used their churches and missionaries to introduce 
their system of worship; they branded our own system of worship as being 
barbaric, as one of primitiveness and they more or less idealized their own. 
and as such a brain-washing system started." 

·"Again, in the school, the new school curriculum were introduced by the 

MUNROE 

(continued from page 3) 

abundantly clear. . He says until In-
dians adopted the English language 
and become aware of the need to ex-
plain themselves, they were unable 
to conceptionalize their philosophy 
about life. In the past this language 

barrier was translated by white 
people as an absence of an Indian 
philosophy. 

"We have now looked at our-
selves and asked, "Who are we, 
and are we ready to talk about it," 
he says. "No one used to listen to 
us, but that is changing. White 
people are looking all over the place 
for a way out of their technological 
desert and are realizing that there 
is something in Indian values that 
can help technology."' 

He feels it is wrong to say his 
people are not for progress, because 

they will not accept progress at the 
expense of losing awareness of each 
other. Mr. Munroe claims the poor-
est Ind ian reserve is rich in human 
emotions in comparison with the 
sterile, rich parts of our city. The 
worship of science has brought about 
a state where people do not ques-
tion science, but accept a process 
which does not consider the human 
element. 

Being able to read and study In-
dian history in well written books 
and through a responsible news me-
dia is giving the Indian, himself in-
cluded, an understanding of his 
background. This understanding 
was needed in order to bridge the 
vacuum created by reserve life in the 
hundred years just past. 

Since Manitoba is a race con-

new people who came. They introduced the curriculum and they introduced 
their literature. Again, glorifying their own people as being heroes, as being 
people you must look up to, they painted our own people as primitive, back,. 
ward people, not capable of handling their own destiny, and who have been 
living in a backward wilderness all the time and that they had now come to 
save us from that sort of horrifying situation." 

"It is the same approach they have taken towards the Indians of Canada 
as they took towards other parts of the world where the white man had spread 
his clutches of domination over friendly and peace-loving people." He in-
troduced his system of laws, his regulations, which governed our lands, our 
family inheritances, etc. . 

"My research so far has revealed, as I understand it, the same principle 
he used in dominating and keeping captive the peoples of India and various 
other parts of the world are, in principle, the same processes they have adopt-
ed and are pursuing towards the Native peoples of Canada." 

"Your struggle, therefore, is my struggle. Your struggle is the struggle 
for the millions of oppressed people all over the world. Every step you take 
for the uplift of your people is a step for the uplift of millions of oppressed 
people around the world. This is something that you must bear in mind. You 
are doing something here in Canada as a minority group of native people . 
You can set the wheels turning; you are setting a model for a number of op-
pressed people around the world who are in a similar situation. When you 
give the lead here, there is going to be machinery for minority groups around 
the world credited for in Canada. This is something that you, the people, 
the Indian people of Canada must know and appreciate." 

Mr. Mehta, who was once advisor to the Prime Minister of Guiana in 
South America, spoke briefly on that country's policies. ' 'It was a colony of 
Great Britain until very recently . In 1964, a native government was elected to 
power for the first t ime." 

"The British government did not like the policy of that government, and 
immediately overnight from England, they dispatched their army and navy. 
They went into that country and suspended the Constitution, removed the 
government and placed their own governor from England to carry on the 
government. This was a case in which they found it was profitable for them 
to do this . I ask you now, why did they not do this in the case of South Africa, 
Southern Rhodesia and other parts of Africa where this sort of high-handed, 
iron-fisted oppression by the whiteman against the native population has been 
going on." 

"Is it because it does not profit them? Is it because it is better for them 
to perpetrate this system? And so you want to start asking yourselves cer-
tain questions about the whole question of minority rights." 

scious province, in a positive way; 
the Indians who are now trying to 
assimilate may do so as Indians. 
"We are like anybody else," Mun-
roe said. "We need to first of all 
find something good in ourselves, 
and then we can assimilate." 

George Munroe does not wear 
buckskin or headwork . "White 
people are quite willing to accept 
that kind of symbolism, even copy 
it. But it's the easy way to be an 
Indian . I am not an Indian because 
of what I wear, but because of what 
I think. That is the kind of Indian 
I have to face in the mirror every 
morning, and that is the Indian I 
am concerned with . I wear a base-
ball crest on my jacket, but I don't 
play baseball. The team needed 
financial support and so I bought 
a jacket. It means no more to me 
than wearing heeds would." 

He goes further in his rejection of 
symbolism in not identifying sub-
jectively with any party or church . 
As a believer in a philosophy which 
corresponds with basic Christianity, 

( coniinued page 8) 

he does not want to be known as a 
Christian. He is a pacifist. 

One .of his . areas of personal con-
cern is education. He is involved in 
promoting a new concept of teaching 
kindergarten to Indian youngsters 
in Manitoba which uses a de-escalat-
ing scale of the Cree of Saultaux 
Language . When beginning school, a 
child will receive instruction in his 
native language only, in grade 1, 80%' 
native - 20% English, and by grade 3 
the ratio will be 80% English 20% 
native. 

Mr. Munroe's aim is to contri -
bute not only in areas of special in -
terest to Indians as a Unicity coun -
cillor, but in all matters of concern 
touching the people who he repre-
sents. He represents a part of our
city which has an overwhelming 
number of poor people, and he feels 
that because he identifies with pover-
ty due to his own background, he 
may be able to understand their 
situation and carry their needs and 
requirements into Council Chambers 
for them . 
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INDIAN WOMEN PLAN TO ORGANIZE 

A steering Committee of Indian 
women representatives from each 
province met in Ottawa to plan a 
meeting which will see the forma-
tion of a National Native Women's 
organization in Canada this spring . 
This founding conference will be 
held in Saskatoon from March 22-
24th, and delegates will be invited 
from each province, the Territories 
and the U.S . and will include metis 
and non-status native women as 
well as status and treaty Indians . 
Topics to be discussed are: Educa-
tion, culture, health and welfare. 

In a special meeting with the Hon-
orable Jean Chretien on Parliament 
Hill, the Minister jokingly re-
marked, "I would like to be at your 
annual meeting (in Saskatoon) if 
you would like me to address you 
... you may .be easier to convince 
than your husbands." The remark 
was very well taken by the delegates 
present. At that time, he also men-
tioned that the Jeanette Lavall case 
was going to be appealed by the fed-
eral government in the Supreme 
Court of Canada. The Minister 
further stated, "If the Indian Act 
is destroyed by the Canadian Bill 
of Rights, I will have to go to the 
House of Commons and make a new 
Indian Act ... but it will have to be 
phrased "notwithstanding the Ca-
nadian . Bill of Rights." On the impli-
cations of the Lavall case, Russ 
Moses said that last year alone, 

th.ere were 5000 Indian women who 
married non- Indians, and 2500 In-
dian men who married non- Indian 
women. 

The Minister was asked by Mrs. 
Evelyn Paul, the B.C. delegate, why 
it was so hard to obtain funds from 
his department to carry on programs 
of native women. He replied that to 
date "we have put the emphasis on 
provincial brotherhoods. What 
would happen if you went to the 
provincial organization? Would you 
get subsidized?" He also said, "Too 
many Indians take the position that 
help must come from the outside. 
The Indians are waiting for us to 
do more. There are Indians who are 
doing something, but they never 
get publicity. I have seen reserves 
where Indians -took available money 
and built beautiful homes out of 
local material." 

Speaking of the ladies desire to 
organize, Mrs. Jean Goodwill, 
Chairman of the Steering Commit-
tee to form a national body of na-
tive women, said, "there are a lot 
of brilliant, talented, hard-working 
Indian women in this country and it 
is about time they got some power." 

The women were addressed by 
representatives of the Secretary of 
State department concerning the 
availability of funds. They were 
informed that $1 50,000.00 had been 
allocated to native women's or-

B.C. NON-STATUS ELECT NEW LEADER 

The B.C . Association. of Non-
Status Indians passed three major 
resolutions at their third annual 
conference held in Victoria, B.C. 
in mid-November. The meeting also 
saw the election of a new president, 
Mr. Fred House of Dawson Creek 
in the province's interior. He will 
be replacing Mr. Butch Smitheram, 
the founder of the organisation . 
This is also the first year that the 
President· of B.C.A.N.S.I. will be 
on salary and devoting full-time to 
the organisation. 

The meeting was attended by -some 
150 delegates representing each local 
in the province. Attending as obser-
vers were delegates from the new 
non-status organisation in the 
Yukon, as well as metis leaders from 
across Canada . 

Following are three resolutions 
passed by B.C.A.N.S.I delegates: 

1) Youth groups are to be formed in 
each local separate from the adult 
group. 

All organised youth groups are 
to be invited to send a delegate to 
all seminars, leadership training 
programs and annual confer-
ences. 

2) B.C.A.N.S.I. should collect, 
collate, and disseminate informa-
tion regarding both the social 
and economic development of 
non-status Indians, metis people 
and their families . The Provincial 
Board of Directors should initiate 
the production of a monthly 
news bulletin for circulation 
primarily to members and 
secondly to interested non-In-
dian citizens. 

3) That B.C.A.N.S.I., set up a 
Linguistics program and apply 
for monies to the First Citizen's 
Fund. Delegates strongly urged 
the need to teach Indian lan-
guages in the school system. 

The non-status would also like to 
have representation on the Commit-

ganizations. "Native women and 
youth were given this small alloca-
tionbecause six million dollars had 
been allocated for other organiza-
tions. This money is made available 
under the citizen participation pro-
gram which has funds set aside for 
"any group of citizens who want to 
organize and look after/into a cer-
tain need." It's aim is to "enable 
the disadvantaged peoples of Can-
ada to become organized to deal with 
their problems." The speaker wenL 
on to say, "The well-to-do are well 
organized and can tap resources. 
They can influence government 
policies. 25% of Canadian- citizens 
are disadvantaged, disorganized and 
cannot influence government poli-
cies. We are concerned with helping 
this portion of society make an input 

tee responsible for dispensing monies 
for The First Citizen's Fund. 

Mr. Tony Belcourt, President 
of the Native Council of Canada, 
said in his opening address to the 
delegates, "The Native Council of 
Canada had its roots here in Brit-
ish Columbia at your second annual 
meeting . The national organisation 
was formed by the metis and non-
status organisations in B.C., Alber-
ta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. 
Two new members of the national 
organisation are the Ontario Metis 
and Non-Status Indian Association 
and the Yukon Non-Status Associa-
tion. 

"We have strong groups working 
together at all levels: grass-roots, 
provincial and national and through 
our unity, we can change govern-
ment. I don't think there is another 
organisation in Canada that has 
demonstrated its responsibility to 
the extent that we have . With our 
organisation, the way it is structured, 
decisions are made in the commu-
nities." 

Tony assured the delegates that 
the metis and non-status organisa-
tions can take whatever direction the 
people want. They can make deci-
sions and determine their own fu-

and influence government policy-
making. Once these people are or-
ganized, they can get funds else-
where - we will provide core-fund-
ing." 

It was noted, however, that money 
can only be given to status women 
if they are planning a. meeting, either 
nationally or provincially., which 
will bring together both the status 
and the non -status native women. 
When a meeting is going to be ex-
clusively Indian, the Minister most 
responsible is the Minister of Indian 
Affairs. The founding conference 
will include the metis and non-status 
Indian women as it is hoped that the 
new national native women's organi-
zation will include and be represen-
tative of all native women in Canada. 

ture. He also maintained, "Discrimi-
nation can't be proven, but it is 
there. It is up to us to do something 
about it." 

Jimmy Sinclair, President of the 
Metis of Saskatchewan, also had the 
opportunity to address the delegates. 
"I see the day coming when we may 
have to park out tents on Parlia-
ment Hill," he said. The metis 
federation represents some 100,000 
metis people in Saskatchewan. Mr. 
Sinclair urged the delegates to keep 
after their leaders ... to constantly 
remind them who they work for. He 
told them to do more than "window-
dress" - to push ahead constantly 
to better the way of life of their 
people. 

Chief Joe Manuel of Chase, B.C. 
inform ed the delegates that the B.C. 
Native Winter games will be held in 
Cardston, Alberta, April 7-9th . The 
non-status Indians are invited to 
attend and participate. More in-
formation may be obtained from 
Chief Joe Manuel, c/o the Union 
of B.C. Indian Chiefs, 2 140 West 
12th Ave., Vancouver, B.C. (604-
736-6751 ). 
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Letters to the Editor 

I am writing in order to have 
something clarified . 

I am an Indian and work at a gov-
ernment agricultural research sta-
tion in a very junior capacity. 

Last week a research scientist 
came to me for advice regarding a 
family of seven which had lost its 
father in a boating accident at Kip-
pawa, Quebec. The scientist had a 
friend who worked an amazonite 
claim on an island near there 
and knew most of the Indians in the 
area . This friend lived and worked 
as a construction foreman in the 
south and this is the tenuous link 
that brought the situation to my at-
tention . It seems that the friend had 
previously taken several bundles of 
second-hand clothing to the Indians 
of the area and through this con-
nection came to know the story of 
a particular family. 

Of course, I am a long way from 
the problem, but I wanted clari-
fication, so I asked the prospector 
through the scientist what the score 
was, saying I intended to write to the 
Indian-Eskimo Assoc . in order to 
see what could be done for the wom-
an for the long term. 

I mean, I was thinking out loud 
on this problem when the scientist, 
with astounding foresight, made 
definite notification to me that all 
he and the prospector wanted to do 
was see her through the winter. I 
shouldn't have thought out loud, 
since this always sounds like I am 
trying to corral someone into a com-
mitment they are not especially 
keen on. Looking charity in the 
mouth, I perceived that this was 
one of those warm opportunities 
that fits so well with 'Miracle on 
42nd Street' . Whatever the motive, 
however, these people wanted to do 
something and it was too much 
to expect them to do more. It wasn't 
their responsibility anyway and a 
person can't direct gift-giving . It 
was a nice .enough gesture to have 
them ask my advice in any case, 
even though the problem seemed 
rather forthright. 

So I was stuck with the question 
of why she was getting a mere 
twenty-five dollars to feed seven 
children. 

The fatherof this family was a 
guide in an area where there is little 
else to do . ·He had seven children 
ranging from a one year old baby 
boy to a daughter of eighteen. He 
had been contracted by some Ameri -
cans to guide them about on some 
trip or other and had left to cross 
a lake at the strange hour of six in 
the evening. An accident occurred, 
one American was nearly drowned, 
another along with his wife managed 
to save himself, but the guide 
drowned. This, as faras I can as- The day after the scientist told 
certain, happened relatively recent- me that it would really do no good 
ly and, thus, the family is left with- to write to anyone, since the Indian 
out support, the wife having to feed agent for the area was aware of. the 
seven young children, with one feel- lady's plight and the government 
ing so bad because of the news that was paying her rent, her fuelbills, 
she had threatened to kill herself. as well as giving her twenty-five 

a week to live on. · 
The scientist wanted to help them 

through the winter, just as the pros-
pector wished, and he asked me for 
advice concerning what to send 
them . He told me that the prospec-
tor had discovered that they were 
living on potatoes, sleeping under 
cotton sheets, and had little to wear, 
managing but barely on twenty-
five dollars a week. Food, blankets, 
clothes, foot -wear. It seemed they 
needed everything, so we decided 
that we would get as much together 
as possible and send it to them the 
quickest way possible, but I, con-
stantly aware of the welfare question 
of 'After the food's gone, what do 
you do?' When a person's on wel-
fare, especially in this case, mainly 
because there is no other course, 
wondered why in hell she was get-
ting a mere twenty-five dollars a 
week to feed, clothe and house seven 
growing children. Was it her sav-
ings? -Did the Indian agent know 
about her trouble? What was going 
on that anybody could watch her 
struggle like that. 

Ohhhhh, said I, that's alright 
then . At least she'll starve to death 
with her rent paid and in warm com-
pany. 

So I'm still wondering. Maybe 
the distance has warped a few of the 
impressions, but the prospector had 
been in her house and while he was 
there, all they had on the table were 
boiled potatoes. Maybe they hide 
the meat to play on the sympathy of 
transient observers, I don't know. 

What I do know is that with prices 
of food what they are in the south, 
what are they like in the north? And 
then too, the disparity between what 
a family in similar trouble might 
receive at the hands of the welfare 
board or the unemployment office 

in the south and what she is getting 
seems rather ridiculous. 

The scientist blames the situation 
on society's inability to get cheap, 
effective birth cont rol information 

and supplies to these people, since 
it seems that babies come in direct 
proportion to the occurrence of 
drunken sprees. Well.if she had no 
children the problem wouldn't exist, 
a nice tidy way of rationalizing, but 
the fact remains that she does have 
seven children and I take exception 
to the fact that the scientist has 
dismissed the father as a drunkard 
without even knowing him, but it 
would have been difficult to make 
comment on his statement without 
being labelled 'a touchy Indian with 
no sense of humour, a complex, 
and a chip on his shoulder' . Besides 
he was being charitable and thus my 
hands were tied, or rather, my 
mouth. 

Just once I wish I could let them 
know that the gentle barbs cloaked 
in patronization are barbs none the 
less, but then all respect for my 
views aside I'm still in need of subtle 
tutoring on the real objectives In-
dians should be pursuing . The fact 
that I'm Indian really has nothing 
to do with it. Only the whiteman 
has the clarity of mind to direct 
Indian thoughts, or so they would 
have me believe, but I can't say it. 
I would be ungrateful if I did. I 
would be a bitter, sarcastic Indian, 
such is the social subterfuge of stab-
bing the down-and-outer in the back. 

The lady's name is Mrs. Ernie 
Chevrier, Kippawa, Quebec. Find 

. out why she's getting only twenty-
five a week. And please try to do 
something about removing the knife 
in her back . People can die from that 
sort of thing, and it's supposed to be 
Christmas. Nobody should die . at 
Christmas. Just get them through 
the winter and forget the rest. That's 
all anybody can do . . . or am I 
wrong? Could it be that these people 
need not suffer? Could it be that a 
country as rich as Canada just might 
be able to provide these people a 
secure future with an adequate sup-
ply of the bare necessities like corn-
meal mush, bacon-drippings and 
salt? 

Perhaps I expect too much . Per-
haps I jump to the wrong conclusion, 
but I can't escapt the question: Why 
only twenty-five? 

Maybe I've got the wrong in-
formation but such is the general 
circumstance that such a situation is 
far from being unbelievable. 

I hope I'm wrong, and I hope my 
sarcasm is uncalled for. Garbage. 
That's like hoping for peace. 

Merry Christmas . 

Yours truly, 

J. W. Moses 

1972 

I've just received the INDIAN 
NEWS, and we all agree that it is 
a very healthy information paper. 
Keep it up. 

But there is a minor correction on 
Vol. fourteen, no. five. It is Mr. 
Harry Daniels, who is the vice-presi -
dent of the Metis Association of 
Alberta, not Stan Daniels. 

We all thank you for the article 
about the incarcerated natives in 
Drumheller. 

I was reading the letter section, 
and I came upon the letter of the 
dissatisfied subscriber. You can 
expect this kind of response nearly 
everywhere; I have my share of them 
here too. So don't feel bad- you're 
not the only paper that's a little bit 
behind. 

People just don't seem to realize 
that it is they who have to fill the 
paper- no!! They sit back and com-
plain that a paper doesn't have what 
they want to hear about. 

Well, maybe if they start writing 
on what they want, they'll be able to 
read about it. 

Again, I must compliment you on 
your fine paper. Hope you're not get-
ting mine too late. 

Oo-chin-a-pees, 
NATIVE BROTHERHOOD 
Drumheller, Alberta 

Please send me the INDIAN 
NEWS monthly as I am very inter-
ested in our Indian people. 

It .is always inspiring and encour-
aging to read of our people's achieve-
ments. I myself realize how difficult 
it is to attain certain goals as I grad-
uated from the Winnipeg General 
Hospital as a registered nurse "way" 
back in 1958. There is now a young 
Indian girl, Fjiola Thickfoot, who 
will be graduating in February, 1972. 
I'm very happy to relate she received 
the highest evaluation in the Re-
covery Room (Post operation) train-
ing. 

I have this terrific feeling that as 
Indian people, we are certainly tak-
ing our place in society, particularly 
in the medical field - we seem to 
possess a quality, so necessary in 
caring for sick people, which is com-
passion. 

Well, anyway I' m rambling on 
again . So I wish you and your staff 
a happy Christmas and another suc-
cessful year in 1972. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Mrs) Ann Callahan (nee: Thomas) 
File H ills, Lortie, Sask. 
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INDIANSUNSUCCESSFUL 

(continued from page 1) 

"the depth of poverty of our people. 
This is poverty that has been brought 
by the failure of all governments 
since Confederation to understand 
and respect our cultural values and 
a life-style that was then, and is . 
now, superior to the civilization that 
was imposed upon us by those who 
came to Canada over the last four 
centuries." The leaders admit that 
there has also been a failing on the 
part of the native people, and they 
would like to be involved in a mean-
ingful way in correcting the situ-
ation . 

In a brief presented to the Minis-
ter of Justice, the Indian leaders 
demanded the removal of Judge Col-
lins from his judicial capacity . They 
said, "We think you should treat 
this judge the way you would have 
treated a judge from Toronto who 
might, in the sentencing of a resi-
dent of Quebec, have said: "This 
is another stupid frog of which we 
already have too many in this coun-
try," or a Judge in Winnipeg who 
might have said prior to sentencing 
an accused, "this is another stupid 
jew of which we already have too 
many . . . " The delegates felt that 
because . it was an Indian who was 
referred to as stupid, nothing was 
being done by the Justice depart-
ment. 

They further alleged their belief 
that the judge "and the things he 
stands for are typical of the men-
tality of a judiciary in this country 
that is appointed not on · the basis of 
humanity- or knowledge of the law 
but rather for political value to the 
political power regardless of which 
party that may be." They would 
like to see his removal "as a deter-
rent to other officers of the court 
whose racism may spill over into 
their judgments . No native person 
anywhere in Canada can feel secure 
as long as judges such as this are 
allowed to remain on the Bench . .. " 

The delegation informed the Jus-
tice Minister that they could prove 

from.· the U.S. 

"that native people are the victims 
of wide-spread and consistent dis-
crimination throughout Canada." 
The documentation of cases they 
could cite as examples range from 
harsh and inhuman sentences over 
minor offenses through lack of legal 
aid to unintelligible court procedures 
to "preventive sentences" of native 
people. The parole system was also 
harshly criticized in their presenta-
tion to Mr. Turner. 

In a press conference following 
the presentation to Justice Minister, 
Mr. John Turner, Mr. Belcourt said, 
"We got exactly what we said we 
didn't want: sympathy for our case, 
a willingness to commission another 
study, a pat on the head ... . " 

"We did not get a commitment 
to remove Judge Collins, nor did we 
get a commitment of funds. Mr. 
Turner did say, however, that he was 
going to commit himself to getting 
involved to the extent that we're 
involved." The delegates were re-
ferred to other departments in Ot-
tawa, . especially the Department of 
Indian Affairs, but Mr. Belcourt 
told the press, "Where Justice is 
concerned it is not the responsibility 
of Indian Affairs, but it comes under 
the jurisdiction of the Minister of 
Justice. " 

In a separate presentation to the 
Solicitor-General, Mr. Goyer, the 
delegates asked "for assistance in 
seeing to it that native people are 
treated equally in terms of arrests 
by the R.C.M.P., in charges that are 
laid against them, and in treatment 
both inside and outside institutions." 

- The delegates claimed that native 
people were "natural targets for 
arrests because of discrimination, 
because of locale, because most na-
tive people, particularly in our urban 
areas, congregate in the skidrow 
sections." They also claimed man-
handling and brutality by the 
R.C.M.P . and civic police officers 
which are examples of racial dis-
crimination against native people. 
A specific example was cited in 
Williams Lake, B.C . where an In-
dian man of 54 was beaten by the 

R.C.M.P. in front of his son and 
wife. The man died as a result of the 
beating. The delegates demanded 
action, and the Solicitor-General 
has agreed to look into the matter . 
Delegates told the Solicitor-General, 
"We believe that to be a native is to 
be arrested with no respect for our 
rights." They also mentioned that 
the tragic incident in Williams Lake, 
B.C. occurred on November 28th, 
and an inquest has not been called 
until January 13th. 

The Native people question the 
legal' system - indeed the basis of 
western society - that sees 60% 
of the inmate population to be na-
tives when they make up less than 
3% of the Canadian population. 
Native inmates "are not allowed to 
contact native organizations in their 
province, have been refused "day 
parole" and temporary passes dis-
proportionately to non-native in -
mates, and are subject to brutality 
and exploitation by institutional 
staff." 

The delegation asked the Solici-
tor-General for: representation on 
the National Parole Board; the op-
portunity, with financial assistance, 
to provide parole services to natives, 
and financial assistance to help na-
tive organizations in penal institu-
tions set up half-way houses and 
alcohol treatment centres. 

In a press conference, Harry Dan-
iels, Vice-President of the Metis 
Association of Alberta, said his dele-
gation got no commitments from the 
Solicitor-General other than the 
fact that he would look into the 
Williams Lake incident. "Mr. Goyer 
did mention there was need to get 
more native people on the police 
force ." Daniels said they "would 
train them to be watchdogs for jus-
tice," and that it was another way 
"to teach us to suppress ourselves." 
He said also that "the government 
doesn't respect us as a people be-
cause all we got was a pat on the 
head, were told Goyer was grateful 
for our submission and the matter 
would be studied." 

The leaders were unanimous in 

stating that the time will come when 
they no longer can be responsible for 
the actions of their people. " If we 
can take an example from our black 
brothers and sisters across the bor-
der, the only time they got attention 
was when they resorted to violence. 
This is coming in Canada." Mr. 
Belcourt said, "We have organized 
to the extent that we are now com -
ing forward with good, solid propo-
sals. It is up to the government to 
accept, reject or do studies." 

"If the government is not prepared 
to listen to us, we have no alternative 
but to take it to the people of this 
country. We think that most Cana-
dians will support us in our effort to 
be responsible leaders working for 
a just cause. 

Fred House, newly-elected Presi-
dent of the B.C. Association of Non-
Status Indians, said in the press 
conference, "The government must 
give programs to the people. It won't 
do any good to merely study the 
people. As a leader, I am trying to 
get the government to give these 
programs to the people to better 
themselves." Walter Dieter, of the 
Native Alcohol Council of Saskat-
chewan, backed his statements by 
saying, "We can't stop programs 
(already started) because of lack of 
funds and for this reason we have 
been running programs in the red." 

Danieis summed up their griev-
ances by stating, "We have all the 
social ills. We know what we're talk -
ing about, and we bring it to the gov-
ernment. How can we go back to 
our people and say, "they're going to 
do a study'." They're tired of being 
studied. We are the voice of the 
people, and if we are frustrated, 
how do the people feel? We try to 
contain ourselves as leaders, but the 
people are getting restless." The 
leaders ended the press conference 
with a hint that a social revolution 
by Indian people of this country may 
not be too far away. If the only way 
they are going to get the attention 
of the government and the Canadian 
people is by acts of violence, then 
Canada may yet be faced with a real 
""Indian problem". 

acceptance of the bill by a vote of 511 to 56. Nixon had promised to veto the 
bill if it proved unacceptable to AFN membership. 

Said the President in a special communique to assembled AFN delegates : 

ALASKA- D222 '"I want you to be the first to know that I have just signed the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act. It is a milestone in Alaska history, and in the 

WASHINGTON, D.C. _ (AIPA) _ The single largest settlement in way our government deals with Native and Indian peoples . ... 
the history of U .S. -Native relations, that of the Alaska Native claims, was 
signed into law here Dec. 18 by President Richard M . Nixon . 

The legislation provides Alaska Natives with 40 million acres of land in 
fee simple title, $462.5 million in feder_alappropriations, and $500 million in 
minerarroyalties. 

The Alaska Federation of Natives, official Native voice of Alaska, an 
hour previous to the President's signature. had communicated to him AFN 

'"As we developed this bill, Vice President (Spiro T.) Agnew and I were 
in close consultation with your president, Don Wright. Don ably and vigor-
ously represented you in Washington . My congratulations also go to Sen. 
Ted Stevens, to Wally Hickel, and to those of both parties who helped. Best 
wishes in your convention ." 

The claims bill on Dec. 14 had received final approval from both the 
(see page 8) 
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HUM.AN RIGHTS 
(continued from page 4) 

Mr. Mehta spoke at length on minority rights under the League of Na-
tions and the Declaration of Human Rights by the United Nations . "I'd 
like, before moving on to the committee report, to bring your attention to 
the situation of minority groups and how the United Nations attempts to 
deal with them. Before the signing of the Charter of the United Nations in 
1945 there was in existence the League of Nations. Under the aegis of. the 
Leag'ue of Nations there were treaties, and stipulations for the protection 
of minority groups that were living in various countries of Europe." 

"There were definite stipulations and principles that governed the lives 
of the minority peoples. At the end of the first world war, when the League of 
Nations died and the United Nations came into existence, the United Na-
tions adopted the idealistic attitude of all human beings being equal in worth 
and dignity. In 1948, it was passed - the Declaration of Human Rights. 
And they forgot the principle of minority problems; they went on to idealize 
human rights. They talk about all men being equal, and I have forcefully 
argued elsewhere, and to you today, that under the hierarchy of human 
rights, minorities can never be equal. Because, as you know, in most demo-
cratic societies, it is rule by majority. And if that majority elects a govern-
ment in Ottawa, the majority does not have to obey or abide the wishes of the 
minority. There should be special concessions made to minority peoples." 
Mehta maintained that, " In effect, minorities can be completely ignored in 
the operation of the democratic government." 

"Therefore, it is so absolutely necessary for the United Nations, even 
given their idealistic approach to Human Rights, to reconsider the whole 
question of minority rights . There was a sub-committee on minority rights 
which had been established since 1954. But it has been conspicuously ignored 
and largely inactive. There are various reasons for this. Notably perhaps 
is the larger and more powerful European countries are afraid to grant recog-
nition to the native and minority groups in their country because they are 
apprehensive of the political and civil upheavals this recognition would u.n-
leash. They try to bring the minorities up to the level of all individuals which 
in fact cannot be because of the disparity of their position in the administra-
tion of civil and political affairs. 

Mr. Mehta elaborated briefly on the suppression of colored people in 
South Africa. "There in South Africa is a population of twenty million 
people. Sixteen million of those people are of the black race. Four million of 
them are the white race. They went into this country, South Africa; again 
using the same system, the same method. The minority of four million 
people, because of their superiority and their tactics and techniques and 
diplomacy, .they were able to suppress sixteen million people and keep them 
oppressed up to this very day ." 

Take another example, gentlemen: right next door of the country is 
Southern Rhodesia; a similar situation exists there. There are four million 
people in that state. Just under 1/2 million of that four million are people 
of the European race. And again the same thing occurs there. Three and a 
half million people are oppressed and suppressed by 1/2 million people of 
the European nice still using the same principles as used in  my country and 
used against the Indians of Canada. Now I have brought these two examples 
to you to show that nothing has been done about the situation, because it 
profited the European to maintain the situation as they exist in these places ." 

From the U.S. 
ALASKA 

(continued from page 7) 
Senate and the House and was foFwarded to the White House for signature. 

The only member of the joint House-Senate conference committee who 
had refused to sign the committee report clearing the bill was Rep. John 
Saylor, R-Penn., who stated the settlement's terms were "too high a price." 

In -a press statement Dec. 14, AFN ·President Don Wright had praise for 
members of the Congress who had worked on the bill for a duration of three 
years, but left the question of acceptance by Alaska N atives open to be de-
termined by AFN delegations convening at the week' s end in Alaska . 

Mr. Mehta ·concluded by speaking of India's policies towards minority 
groups. "In India today there are about 100 million minority people. They 
are called scheduled classes. When the new constitution was brought into 
force in 1947-48 , there were entrenched into the Constitution, basic conces-
sions and rights for these 100 million people. The fact was taken that they 
were minority people and therefore had disadvantages . The Constitution of 
India, reflects several entrenched principles which give the minorities rights 
which are guaranteed by the constitution. For example, they gave to them a 
proportionate representation in the House of Parliament and the House of 
Senate. In accordance with their proportion, they were given representation 
in universi"ties, jobs in the public service commission, jobs in the public service 
and foreign service. All these things are guaranteed in the Constitution and 
therefore, ladies and gentlemen, after hundreds of years of struggle and aspi-
ration by the minority groups in India, finally they have inherent in their 
constitution certain principles which guarantee their land, which guarantee 
their rights, which guarantee their future, which guarantee their freedom ." 

He went on to say, "Maybe, you want to consider some of these aspects. 
Maybe, you will even consider taking your troubles outside the boundaries 
of your province into the outside world, into the community of nations, into 
comparative organizations and the United Nations and the Human Rights 
Commission so that you will find friends in the outside world if and when it 
becomes necessary." 

"Maybe you want to take representative action in the International Court 
of Justice for your claims in respect to your land claims . Maybe since you 
have been working for a number of years in your own region here and you 
have not been able to get the fulfillment that you want, you want to look, 
perhaps outside your boundaries and to look for new techniques and new 
ideas in order to bring your claims effectively and satisfactori ly to the gov-
ernment. Maybe you will consider making your voices heard not only at 
home but to the outside world, to friendly countries and comparable organi-
zations and institutions." 

Pho to Credit : W. Simon 
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